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TENDENZE  DELLA  LETTERATURA  ITALIANA 
DI  OGGI 
Antonio  Marinoni 

nil  iK-riodo  (li  niattr  ali'iiu>  iiii- 

mcdiatanu'iiif  alia  uramlt-  yiicrra,  ^lna^i  una  ria/ioiu-  pin  iisica 
ilu‘  'i>iriiiialf  alli-  intiniti-  costrizioiii  dri  scn>i  inijutsti'  dalle  pre- 
< icenpa/i< iiii  did  periodo  hellieo — periodt*  diMirdinato  e  t^lm]ltlIO^« > 
die  d«>ve\a  truvare  lud  ta>eisnio  il  iiece^sario  rcKolatore — la 
letteratura  italiana  di  i>kk'  va  senipre  pin  aeeeiitnaiido  nel  coni 
plc'so  ilcllc  sue  opere  pin  sifiiiificative  <|iiel  earattere  assoluta- 
tneiite  idealista  i  cui  inanitesta van*'  nelle  oiiere 

poetielie  narrative  deirnltiina  prodn/ioiie  antehelliea.  Ma  vi 
'‘aHV’innj'e  ora  nn  iiuinieto  siiirito  di  ricerea,  niia  voloiita  di 
rintun  aineiito.  nn  liiso.uno  di  liattaj^dia  elie  rivela  in>ieine  I'ansia  di 
delinirsi  I'aspira/ione  di  inipor>i  all  atten/ioiie  di  nn  inondo  piii 
vasto. 

La  poi'sia,  dopi»  il  iieoelassieiMiio  d«  l  t  ardneei.  la  sein 
jilieita  .ainiyliare.  >pe's(i  ij;eor)jiea  <lel  Laxoidi.  i-  il  Ncnsnalisnit' 
ma.jjnitieo  ilel  I )’Annnn/io.  seuna  decisainente  nn  arresto  nel 
'iio  .'volyiineiito;  arre>to  elie  l>arve  >eo>so.  luyli  anni  inline 
diatanieiite  jirehelliei.  dalla  ninsa  appas>ionata  di  qnei  nostal^ici 
'Oynatori  del  pas-ato  elie  si  cliiainaroiio  i  ‘‘('reiinseolari"  ed 
ehliero  in  (Inido  (io/zaiio  il  pin  celelirato  maestro. 

Il  ronian/o  inveee,  Iia  nna  pleiade  di  continuatori  elie  assi- 
enra  a  (piesto  ]>iu  poiiolare  ed  acees>il)ile  j'eiure  letteranO  nna 
ere^eeiite  fortniia.  Ai  romanzi  erotieo-seiitinieiitali  di  Gnido  da 
\  erona  e  alle  einielie  laeez'ie  di  I’itti^'rilli.  il  jnihldieo  nioslra,  per 
Midnbhi  ^e,l'ni.  di  i»reter:re  il  roinanzo  horyliese  di  I’an/ini  o  di 
Mroeelti  o  di  Ziu'eoli  o  di  Morelti.  nei  (piali  'elite  rispeceliiata  pin 
parte  della  i>ropria  eo^eienza  e  vede  riprodotta  pin  fedeltiieiite  la 
propria  >te'sa  vita. 

•Mtiiic  per  K‘‘nere  al  roinanzo,  la  novella,  lia  nna  varieta  e  ab 
bondan/a  di  enltori  inai  eonoseinta  avanti.  A  preferirla  ad  ogni 
altro  eoniiioiiinieiito.  vale  la  siia  neeessaria  brevita  clic  eo>i  per 
fettaineiite  eorri'ponde  alia  forzata  frettoiosita  della  iii«>dcriia 
esistenza  nei  ijrandi  eeiitri.  La  tcndeiiza  degli  scrittori,  e  qnindi 
la  jiretereiiza  dei  lettori,  va  verso  la  novella  di  ainbiente  e  di 
vieeiide  d«d  nostro  tempo.  niiKliorato  nella  tinzione  letteraria 
eoiiie  lo  vorrebbe  la  realta  ognniio.  Non  ba  ettitori  ne  trova 
pnbblieo  la  novella  irreale  o  faiitastiea  alia  Wells,  ne  qnella 
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>.i‘ii>a/ioiiaU‘  o  uranmiinnolc'ca,  >e  non  per  t>pi‘ra  di  scrittori  e  >n 
yicrnali  di  lotteratnra  attatto  pt>l)oIari. 

II  tcatro,  ^ia  t'nroro>i)iiantc  pel  siinholisino  di  Pirandello  e  dei 
niij^liori  della  ^na  'cnola,  ritorna  airnnianita  della  coinmedia 
horjihese,  del  dranmia  e  della  traj'edia  in  j)rosa  die  lia  t'ortuna 
Ml  tutte  le  >cene.  anebe.  oltre  i  eonfini.  senza  eccezione  di  parti - 
eolarita  nazi»tnali.  Si  applande  volentieri  la  coniniedia  arjjuta 
d’arj^oinenttt  j^ioiox'  nia  si  condanna  seiiza  diritto  d'aiepello  la 
>currilita.  Fra  i  j^iovani.  Rosso  cli  San  St‘c»>ndo  lia  torse  le  paro 
le  iniKliori  da  dire. 

Kilioriseoim  la  eritica  eon  lieiiedttlo  Croce  e  con  Mor^ese:  lo 
studio  storico  con  le  ricerche  jicniali  del  Pais  e  di  altri  valenti 
sulle  civilta  anticlie  dell  ltalia,  ispiratrici  delle  civilta  niiove  verso 
le  ipiali  si  tende;  con  le  ricostnizioni  e  le  rievocazioni  del  pin 
vicino  passato,  e  con  la  letteratnra  scientit'ica.  secondo  le  tradi- 
zioni  dirlascaliclie  dell’t )ttocenti>. 

II  ifiornalisnio.  intine,  con  le  sue  particolari  earatteristiclie.  li.i 
jiciierato  ipiella  sorta  di  scrittori.  tntti  inoderni,  die  si  cliianiain* 
f);Ii  "articolisti";  e  la  loro  influenza  ^jrandeK^tiJi.  i  loro  noun 
diveiiiiono  jiopolari.  e  le  loro  idee,  iniiionendosi  dalle  trihnne  nni- 
versali  del  ^'“rnale.  si  niostrano  capaci  di  deterniinare  le  cor- 
renti  del  peiisiero  nnovo.  di  indirizzare  i  j^nsti.  di  creare  lo  sti¬ 
le.  di  iniporre  le  jirefereiize  con  iiiaKKiore  e  jiiii  ininiediato  snccesso 
die  inni  .'osse  jnissiliile  ai  vecclii  scrittori  a  traverso  le  veccliie 
forme  tradizi»>nali.  I',  liisoiiiia  insistere.  siiecialniente  per  I’ltalia. 
snil  'iniportanza  <lel  niornalisnio  nello  svciliiiniento  delle  correiiti 
letterarie. 

1  )i  ^fiornalisti  celehri  I'ltalia  ne  jiossiede  i>arecclii  e  Iiastera 
l»er  tntti  acceiinare  a  Mnssolini  die  a  traverso  le  esperieiize.  le 
hattaylie  e  la  i»otenza  del  uiornalisnio  e  ^innto  alle  cariclie  su- 
l»renie  tiello  .Stato.  ^nali  siano  le  tendeiize  spiritnali.  cnltnrali.  e 
avveiiiristidie  di  Mnssolini  e  troppo  noto  per  ripeterlo  <pii.  Ma 
esse  s'iminadrano  con  cpielle  die  si  riconoscono  le  tendenze  it 
tive  e  fattive  ilella  letteratnra  attnale  in  Italia. 

I'niversity  of  .\rkansas. 


IHK  WHIMSICAL  FLEMING  FELIX  TIMMER¬ 
MAN  N  reaches  a  lar>.ier  audience  tlironf>li  the  German  transla¬ 
tion  of  a  collection  of  short  stories,  under  the  title  “Das  Licht 
Ill  der  Laterne”  (Leipzig.  Insel-Verlag). 

C;.  CASTELLANO’S  LIFE  OF  BENEDETTO  CROCE 
has  heen  translated  into  German  (Leipzig,  Amalthea-Verlag). 
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SOME  TENDENCIES  IN  CONTEMPORARY  FRENCH 

POETRY 
By  Josiah  Combs 

It  may  be  stated  at  the  outset  that  the  profession  of  writing 
poetry  is  a  more  serious  one  in  France  than  in  England  and 
America.  Perhaps  this  is  true  of  Continental  Europe  in  general. 
Observing  a  long-haired  individual  with  a  flowing  black  bow  tie 
on  the  streets  of  Prague  one  day,  I  asked  a  young  Bohemian, 
“Who  is  that  man?"  Gazing  at  the  picturesque  character  a 
moment,  my  young  friend  turned  to  me  and  in  a  serious  tone 
replied,  "Who,  that?  That’s  a  poet.”  Now',  the  French  are 
very  seriously  concerned  with  the  writing  of  poetry.  A  glance 
at  the  book-stalls  over  Paris  reveals  at  once  that  somebody  Is 
writing  much,  that  somebody  is  selling,  that  somebody  is  buying. 

What  are  the  tendencies,  then,  of  all  this  stream  of  French 
verse?  That  is  difficult  to  determine  definitely.  First,  a  few 
generalities  may  be  offered:  Classic  prosody,  and  the  classical 
ideal  did  not  completely  pass  out  at  the  "Battle  of  Hernani”  (1830). 
Nor  do  the  Parnassiens  and  the  Symbolistes  belong  entirely  to 
the  past.  ,\lmost  every  poetic  genre  of  the  past  is  represented 
today  in  French  poetry.  There  is  no  particular  school  that  has 
been  able,  during  the  past  twenty  years,  to  scale  the  heights  and 
predominate  over  its  adversaries.  Perhaps  this  is  because  there 
is  lacking  a  genius  as  marked  as  Hugo  to  perpetuate  the  ideals 
of  his  particular  school.  For  the  moment,  complete  and  pro¬ 
found  chaos  reigns  in  French  poetry. 

.\ny  attempt  to  classify  the  various  schools  must  of  necessity 
be  incomplete,  and  open  to  question.  Four  to  half  a  dozen 
schools,  however,  seem  to  present  themselves: 

The  Independents,  or  those  who  belong  to  no  particular 
“sect”,  listening  only  to  the  “song  of  their  souls”. 

The  Neo-Classicists,  who  would  repress  the  lyricism  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  and  who  would  glorify  Ronsard,  Racine  and 
l.a  Fontaine. 

The  Rimbaudists,  who  invoke  the  shade  of  Rimbaud.  They 
utterly  disregard  rule,  rhyme  and  reason.  Their  recruits  are 
largely  from  the  youth,  and  their  leader  is  probably  Paul  Fort. 

'I'he  followers  of  Mallarme,  or,  if  you  wish,  of  the  New 
Poetry,  or  Pure  Poetry.  Perhaps  we  may  include  here  many  of 
the  Rimbaudists.  It  is  to  this  school  that  Paul  Claudel  (re¬ 
cently  appointed  ambassador  to  the  United  States)  and  Paul 
X’alery  !)elong.  Paul  Valery  is  the  high  priest  of  this  cult.  To 
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thi>  'clii>»>I.  Hfiiri  <li  Ivi'Kiiicr  and  Mine,  dc  Xt>aillcs  are  not  poets 
at  all. 

Another  schotd  nnvtht  he  designated  as  the  Fantaisistes,  still 
another  as  the  I'naniinistes.  'I'he  World  War  saw  the  appearance 
of  two  new  schools,  the  I'lihists  and  the  Dadaists.  Poets  oi 
these  schools  do  not  paint  objects  or  feelings  directly,  hut  sug- 
iie^i  them  hy  alln'ioii.  Apollinaire  and  T/ara  (who  called 
hiniselt  "Dada”,  of  Ivuinanian  parentage),  arc  the  sources  of  in¬ 
spiration  for  these  schools.  A  rejeton  of  the  Luhists.  j^reat  ha-* 
heen  the  elan  «>f  the  Daclaists  since  1917. 

In  j^eneral,  one  niicht  also  speak  of  the  Monarchistic  and 
»  lassie  Kijjht  School,  and  the  Cominunistic  and  Socialistic 
school,  attempting  to  found  a  sort  of  naturalistic  poetry:  the 
Romantic  School,  spon>ored  hy  the  Sorhonne:  the  Moderate 
('atholic  «.chool.  utnler  the  influence  of  Symholism. 

If  any  school  may  seem  t«>  predominate  at  this  time,  it  is  the 
•Xew  Poetry  or  the  .'school  of  Pure  Poetry.  Its  poets  and  critics 
.<re  active  and  in  the  >addle.  And  who  shall  say  that  Rene  Lalou 
!«.  n«jt  the  most  astute  literary  critic  in  I'rance  today?  I'his  neu 
■>chool  (if  new  it  he)  is  well  organized  as  to  poets  and  critics,  anu 
claim,"  as  its  i)rincipal  puhlisher,  Simon  Kra  (les  F.ditions  dn 
.Sayittaire,  Paris).  It  hoast.s  already  of  a  comprehensive  ’‘Antho 
lonit-  di-  l;i  Monvelh  iioesic  fran(,'ai>e‘’  i  Revi.^ed  edition.  192o. 
Simon  Kra».  I'hi"  .intholoj^y  emhraces  fifty-ei^ht  poets,  with 
biographical  sketches  and  representative  poems.  Maeterlinck 
.iud  X'erhaeren  are  included.  The  compiler,  or  compilers  (whose 
nanu-  do  not  apiiear)  I»egin  their  Ii"t  with  (ierard  <h-  Xi-rval  and 
IJaudelaire,  and  end  with  Raymond  Radiguet. 

What  is  the  es>ence  t>f  this  Pure  Poetry?  Is  it  so  “new”, 
after  all?  Is  it  to  endure?  Is  it  making  so  much  noise  that  it 
will  lose  itself  in  thi"  noise,  as  did  the  pitturesque  Dada?  The 
future  will  have  to  deci«Ie  this,  as  it  has  done  with  the  storm> 
period  of  Romanticism.  The  Xew  Poetry  is  in  a  sense  a  sort  o 
extreme  Romanticism,  proclaiming  the  failure  of  reason,  of 
society:  declaring  that  all  one  says  spontaneously  is  poetry. 
Purely  and  simply,  much  c»f  it  is  Whitmanesque,  and  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  (he  vagabond  .American  poet  is  perhaps  greater  than 
is  usually  admitted.  Witness  this  gem  from  Philippe  Soupault' 
Monsieur  Miroir 
.\1  archand  d’hahits 
est  mort 
hier 
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soir 
a  Paris 
II  fait  noir 
II  fait  nuit 

II  fait  unit  noir  a  Paris. 

I'hi.s  i.s  perhaps  an  extreme  example,  but  "pure”!  Thus  one  will 
remark  the  absolute  supremacy  of  “inspiration”.  In  defininjL'  the 
New  Poetry,  one  meets  such  terms  as  “intelligence”,  “sensuality", 
"sensibility".  'I  hese  for  what  they  are  worth.  We  must  think 
<if  a  poetic  world  versus  a  material  world;  a  spiritual  quest  after 
tin  most  interior  world,  the  freest  and  the  purest. 

Pure  Poetry  is,  then,  not  necessarily  so  new  or  so  pure,  ex¬ 
cept  as  a  .sch(»ol.  M.  Lalou  has  traced  with  consummate  skill  its 
genesis  and  development,  from  Baudelaire  to  the  present  (See  his 
curiously  entitled  hook.  "Defense  de  riiomme;  Intelligence  et 
Sensualite".  Simon  Kra.  Paris,  192()).  Here  we  are  told  that  the 
idea  of  Pure  Poetry  in  France  can  be  reconciled  with  Classic 
'cnsuality  and  intelligence,  that  Baudelaire  is  as  reasonable  as 
Descartes.  To  holster  up  these  conclusions,  M.  Lalou  begins  his 
l)o(>k  with  .III  Iv-Hs.iy  tin  (’ritici>ni.  The  third  and  la>t  of  hi>  four 
ess,iy>  is  entitled  "From  Descartes  to  Proust.” 

Nr>  discussion  of  "vers  libre”  is  offered  here.  We  are  already 
conscious  of  our  limitations  in  an  article  of  such  brevity  as  this. 
Briefly,  “vers  libre"  in  France  at  this  time  more  nearly  ap- 
|iroache>  rliythinic  pro.-e  th.in  verse.  \'itde  (Iriftin.  horn  in  Nor¬ 
folk.  \’a..  is  one  of  its  best  representatives.  In  the  meantime,  where 
does  Paul  Fort  belong?  Where  do  any  of  them  belong?  One 
thing  is  certain;  France  has  never  possessed  a  more  numerous 
!)ody  of  poets  and  jioetic  genres  than  at  jiresent;  a  poetry  more 
pefNonal  or  more  I'rench.  For  the  unbiased  lover  of  pure  poetry, 
perhaps  the  outstanding  French  poet>  of  toda>  are  Mine,  de 
.\oailles.  Paul  \  alery  and  Paul  (  laudel,  no  matter  how  they  may 
he  classed  as  to  schools.  If  the  New  Poetry  had  a  more  popular 
.ippeal.  it  might  !)id  .'air  to  endure,  to  perpetuate  itself.  Lacking 
lids  appeal,  and  addressed  to  a  limited  circle  of  readers,  its  future 
is  uncertain.  Besides,  the  inroads  made  upon  the  reading  of 
poetry  in  h'rance  (and  elsewhere)  by  the  novel  and  the  short 
'tory  mu^t  he  considered.  No  l»oetic  genre  could  hope  to  arouse 
an  interest  comparable  to  that  shown  in  poetry  in  seventeenth 
century  France,  and  during  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth 
century. 

(For  a  further  study  of  present  tendencies,  one  should  read 
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Fn(|ucte  siir  la  pitcsic  c»)iitt‘niporainc”,  in  "Ic  Figaro” 
Paris,  Oct.  31,  1925,  and  the  somewhat  hold  “Panorama  de  la 
litterature  contemporaine”,  by  licrnard  Fay,  Simon  Kra,  Paris, 
1926). 

l'nivi-r>ity  of  Oklahoma. 


A  PSEUDO-MAMELUKE  ON  A  REAL  EMPEROR 
By  Albert  Guerard 

1.0 1 'LS  !•' TlFN’Nl”'  SAIX  T  DKNIS:  Souvenirs  du  Mameluck 

Ali  sur  I’Empereur  Napoleon.  Paris.  Payot.  25  francs. 

N\»  genuine  document  about  Napoleon  can  be  totally  in¬ 
significant:  but  there  is  little  to  glean  from  the  present  volume. 
.\li,  to  start  with,  was  a  Mameluke  in  the  same  way  as  (.‘leonte 
was  the  son  of  the  Grand  Turk:  a  mere  masciuerade  to  amuse  or 
delude  .\It)nsieur  Jourdain.  His  name  was  Louis  F.tienne  Siint 
Denis:  he  was  btirn  at  \’er>aille.s  in  178S,  started  life  as  a  clerk  in 
a  notary’s  office,  entered  the  imperial  service  as  a  s*'rt  of  com¬ 
bination  courier  and  valet,  followe<l  Napoleon  to  .\l<»scow,  to 
Klba,  t«)  Waterku),  to  St.  Helena,  and  died  in  lS5o,  a  respected 
citizen  of  the  little  Burgundian  city  of  Sens.  He  wa>  a  trustee 
of  the  local  savings  bank. 

.Mi  the  'l  urk  vanishes  like  an  Oriental  mirage.  Another 
illusi(»n  was  dispelled  by  this  publication;  the  memoirs  had  long 
been  known  to  exist,  but  it  was  thought — -on  the  word  of  the 
family  doctor  who  had  glanced  at  them — that  they  were  truly 
popular,  almost  illiterate,  crudely  picturesque.  The  Napoleon 
Saga  in  the  vivid  vocabulary  of  the  stable  boy:  that  sounded 
promising.  Nothing  of  the  kind:  .'Mi  received  a  gt)od  elementary 
education — a  trifle  too  good  perhaps,  for  it  has  killed,  rather 
than  released,  his  personality. 

One  last  disappointment:  .-Mi’s  claughters  had  refused  to  part 
with  the  MS.,  judging  that  it  contained  dangerous  revelations. 
Good  st>uls  are  apt  to  be  timid  and  suspicious  in  the  French  pro¬ 
vinces:  horrific  stories  of  secret  vengeance  from  on  high  may 
have  haunted  the  St. -Denis  family.  Most  gratuitiously :  the  only 
“inside  sti>ry”  that  the  book  contains  is  that  «>f  Countess 
Walewska’s  visit  to  Elba.  Now  that  affair  with  the  Polish  beauty 
had  long  been  “le  secret  de  Polichinelle”,  and  Napoleon’s  son. 
Count  Walewski,  a  handsome,  fairly  able  and  thoroughly  honest 
man,  was  the  only  one  in  Paris  who  persisted  in  ignoring  it.  The 
only  bit  of  fiesh  information  found  in  the  volume  is  that  Madame 
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Mere,  Lrtizia,  tlial  Corsican  Cornelia,  that  pattern  of  rustic  coin- 
nion  sense  and  austere  dignity,  rouged  outrageously  as  late  as 
1H15:  she  must  have  learnt  the  trick  from  her  daughter  Pauline. 

Several  pages  are  devoted  to  Napoleon’s  attempted  suicide  at 
l'ontainel)Icau  after  his  first  abdication.  Phat  story  will  not 
down.  'I'hiers  tells  it  as  if  he  had  seen  it  with  his  own  eyes; 
critics  have  torn  it  to  pieces.  Here  it  crops  up  again,  and,  as 
usual,  on  hearsay.  .Mi  was  not  present:  he  has  the  facts  from  his 
friends,  anotlier  valet,  Hubert.  Had  .Mi  been  our  direct  authority, 
his  testimony  would  carry  weijiht,  for  be  was  intelligent,  not 
imaginative,  and  transparently  sincere.  He  is  honest  enough  to 
tell  us  that  these  st)uvenirs  were  written  long  after  the  events,  and 
without  notes. 

.\  very  slight  contribution  to  history — an  even  slighter  one 
literature,  for  the  Souvenirs  cannot  compare  with,  for  example, 
the  delightful  Cahiers  of  C  aptain  C'oignet.  Yet  the  magic  of  that 
dramatic  period,  the  prestige  of  its  chief  actor,  cast  their  spell 
over  these  plain  and  somewhat  drab  pages.  Moscow  and  the 
retreat  had  been  done  much  better  before:  but  the  life  at  Elba,, 
far  less  familiar,  stands  out  wdth  i)articular  vividness.  It  is  a 
delightful  episode,  an  oasis  of  moderate  and  cheerful  activity  in 
that  life  t)f  unnatural  strains.  Napoleon  enjoyed  himself  in  his 
miniature  realm,  and  there  is  a  picnic  scene  in  which  the  early 
spirit  of  .Malmaison  seems  to  breathe  again:  strange  and  fleet¬ 
ing  instant  of  rest  in  the  unfolding  of  a  tragic  destiny!  The 
adventurous  march  from  Cannes  t»>  (Irenoble  is  well  told:  beyond 
that,  the  story  is  on  too  large  a  scale  for  .Mi.  The  minute 
description  of  the  life  at  St.  Helena  fails  to  convey  any  of  the 
essentials:  the  constant  pinprick  warfare  with  Sir  Hudson  Lowe, 
the  bickerings  of  the  Lilliputian  court,  the  psychology  of  the 
chained  Titan.  Not  much  on  the  whole:  yet  we  are  never  bored. 
At  the  end.  we  like  our  new  and  modest  friend  .Mi  very  much  in¬ 
deed.  and  we  like  Napoleon  a  little  better  than  before.  He  was 
exacting,  unreasonable,  capricious,  at  times  brutal  with  his  ser¬ 
vants:  but  he  was  human,  and  treated  them  like  human  beings. 
He  "came  back",  he  apologized  with  a  rough  comradely  word, 
with  a  little  slap,  a  pinch  of  the  cheek — and  they  adored  him. 
.Stanford  t'niversity. 


K.AKL  J.XSPER’S  curious  psychiatric  study  of  Strindberg, 
van  Gogh,  Swedenborg,  and  Hdlderlin  (Berlin,  Julius  Springer) 
has  gone  into  a  second  edition. 
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RONSARD  AND  THE  ITALIANS 
By  Wm.  A.  Nitze 

<  I A  BK  1 1' 1 ,  NfAl'HAiN.  Ronsard  en  Italic,  lielh-v  Lfttrc'. 

Paris.  192(». 

I  Ilf  oi  llii>  book,  like  that  of  J u-ssi  raiuiA  “Shakos- 

la-arc  in  hraiua".  i.>  tiu-  history  of  a  poet’s  fanie.  Pierre  de 
Koiisard,  the  t^loiy  of  Freiicli  Kenaissatice  poetry,  \\a>  tiever  in 
Italy.  Nevertheless,  of  all  the  Pleiade  poets,  Ronsard  is  the  oii*^' 
vvlioni  the  Italians  knew  l>est  and  who.  thronnh  the  medium  ot 
(lahrielUi  (.  hiahnra.  inflneneed  them  tnost.  Ronsard,  who.  like 
many  of  his  contem]*oraries,  had  Itorrowed  from  Italy,  returned 
this  debt  by  );ivin,u  the  Italians  the  heroic  “canzone."  which,  to 
be  sure,  derives  from  Piinlar.  btit  as  imitated  by  the  I'rettch  (loet. 
.Noblesse  oblige! 

It  is  around  this  dratnatic  fact  that  M.  Matigain,  the  eminent 
scholar,  has  written  a  fascinatinj,;  study,  cotiiprehensivi-  in  charac¬ 
ter  and  rich  in  bibliojiraphical  detail. 

.\s  early  as  15.^*<  Ronsard’s  own  boast  that  "ritalie  voudra 
nt’apprendre"  be^an  to  ccmie  trtte,  for  itt  that  _\ear  t'astelvetro 
wron).>ly  accused  the  i»oet  Caro  o.  plai^iari/ing  K’oiisard.  Sperotie 
Speroni.  as  an  old  man.  learned  to  adtnire  him  at  Pa<Itia.  Hut  it 
was  mainly  .\larc-Antoine  Muret,  Rotisard's  comntenlator  and 
friend,  who  made  the  "ynatre  pretniers  livres  des  Odes’’  (155vH 
known  in  Italy,  ami  from  these  Chiabrera  drew  his  iiisiiiration 
W  hat  the  Italian  ac<niired  front  the  “Odes  ’  or  “Vers  lyriiptes’’ — 
as  they  were  then  called — was  not  only  the  pa.i;an  themes  but  the 
rhythms  and  strophic  forms  and  the  settiiiK  of  the  verse  to  tnusic, 
as  the  Pleiade  had  wairked  it  out.  How  “retuiniscent”  in  w’ord 
and  music  is  the  bdlowittn  short  stanza: 

•Mu',  che  in  brev’  ora. 
h'ceo  lanj^fuire. 
l-'.cco  perire 
La  misera  viola. 

If.  then.  Chialirera  founded  the  new  I'uscan  lyric  school  !>>' 
imitatin}.i  both  the  ^rave  and  the  li>j:ht  Pleiade  forms,  Ronsard 
also  iiisiiired  other  Italians,  notably  some  of  the  Holo^^nese  and 
I'rancesco  Redi  in  his  “Hacco  in  Toscana”  which  has 

lon>i  beeti  an  Italian  classic. 

M.  Mattv;ain  concludes  his  interesting  studj  with  an  aecouni 
of  Italian  critical  opitiion  <ut  Ronsard  and  several  side-lights  on 
the  vogtie  of  other  sixteetith  century  Frenchmen  in  Italy.  The 
book  is  well  arranged  and  has  an  index.  It  would  now’  be  in 
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ordiT  fur  scholar,  preferably  M.  Baldensper^^er,  to  give  us 

a  l)uok  oti  "Ron sard  en  Allemagne.” 

Ibiiversily  of  Chicago. 


A  USEFUL  PROVENCAL  MANUAL 
By  T.  Atkinson  Jenkins 

\  INt  I^NZ()  »  KI'.SCINI.  Manuale  per  TAvviamento  agli  Studi 

Provenzali.  Introduzione  Qrammaticale,  Crestomazia 
e  Glossario.  .>a  Kdizionc  migliorata.  Milano.  Lh 
Hoepli.  Ib2b. 

Cri -ciiii  '  ■■  \1  anuah  tto”  of  IWJ  has  becuine  thiv  much  eii- 
la’-L'it!  "Mamiah"  of  Ibio.  _  It  i'  a  lext-buok,  therefore,  whicli 
Ii.i'  i)rii\e(l  it'  U'efulne,'>  tti  a«lvaiue(l  .'ludetit>  of  Romance  in  the 
univer.'.itii'  i>f  l,aly.  where  I’roveut^al  studie.N  have  alway.s  held  a 
'eciire  an«l  tlienified  positii>n  in  tlie  academic  world.  While  Italy 
may  perliaj)'  n<>t  claim  such  iudefatigably  prolific  workers  a.-s 
Rail!  Meyer.  I  amille  L  haljaneau,  .\ntoinc  'riiomas  and  Alfred 
Jeanroy  in  1-r.ince,  nor  'tich  i)ii>neers  as  the  (iermatis  Diez  and 
Karl  I’l.irtseh  in  tlie  older  days  and  Appel.  Levy,  and  Schultz- 
<  iora  in  tlie  modern,  yet  tlie  Italian  list  commands  the  greatest 
respect:  \.  <le  Bartholomaeis,  Bertoni,  Crescini,  C.  de  Lollis, 

Rain.i,  Savj- Lopez,  forraca.  Ziiigarelli.  not  to  mention  lesser 
lights.  In  huigland.  the  list  o:  J’rovencalists  is  brief,  in  America 
i)riifer  still.  Vet  the  New  World  is  not  wholly  lacking:  men¬ 
tioned  in  Daniel  C.  llaskell’s  “List  of  Proven<;al  References  m 
tlie  N’ew  York  Public  Library"  (Xew  York,  1925)  are  Adams 
(Michigan).  Carnahan  (Illinois).  Dawson  (Howard  College, 
Birmingham).  Deister  (Kansas  (  ity),  Grandgent  (Cambridge), 
Shei^ard  (Hamilton),  Warren  (N’ew  Haven),  and  W’ilkins 
(C'hicago).  Professor  Shepard.  1  believe,  has  the  honor  of  being 
the  first  American  to  edit  an  Old  ProveiK'al  text:  his  “Poesies  de 
Jausbert  de  Puyeibot.  'rrotthadour  du  Xllle  S'ecle,  editces  et 
traduites,"  appeared  in  1924  in  the  series  “Classiques  frangais  du 
Moyen-Age.”  published  at  Paris  under  the  direction  of  Mario 
Roques. 

'I'lie  grammatical  introduction  to  Crescini’s  “Manuale”  covers 
the  field  of  Provengal  lingitistics  most  thoroughly:  it  might  in¬ 
deed  serve  as  a  bibliography  of  the  subject  brought  down  to  date. 
The  section  on  lexicography  (pp.  343-45)  is  similarly  valuable 
as  listing  all  the  available  glossaries  and  vocabularies.  There  are 
two  interesting  e.xcursus  (pp.  129-43),  one  on  the  curious  Pro- 
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veiKal  pruvenii'iits  of  Lat.  ‘‘(lomine’’,  and  another  providing  the 
“first  iu>tions”  of  Proven(,'al  versification.  In  the  latter,  we  miss 
mention  of  D'Ovidio's  important  essay  “Sull  'Origine  dei 
\’er>i  italiani”  (reprinted  in  his  “X'ersificazionc  italiana.” 
Milan.  1910),  which  t>i)ens  the  great  (juestion  of  the  influence 
of  the  verse-pattern.'  of  the  troubadours  of  ihe  Sicilian 
ami  Florentine  lyric  scho»ds — one  of  the  many  lines  in  which, 
broadly  speaking,  the  IVovem^al  is  the  predecessor  and  ancestor 
of  all  the  modern  literatures. 

The  te.xts  selected  are  representative  and  are  edited  with 
indei)endent  judgment;  variants  are  liberally  given,  while  the 
glossary  is  detailed  to  a  degree.  A  beginner  misses  only  ex- 
l)lanatory  notes  on  the  names,  allusions,  and  often  unfamiliar 
content  of  the  texts;  but  it  is  not  the  custom  in  Knrope  to  provide 
these  in  a  chrestomathy.  The  learner  must  h>ok  elsewhere  for 
them,  and  he  is  expected  to  call  at  every  turn  upon  his  professor 
.\s  a  whole,  the  work  now  ranks  at  no  great  distance  from 
.\l)pers  “Provenzali.sche  C'hrestomathie”:  when  shall  we  have  a 
general  work,  of  ecjual  merit,  with  the  literature  of  the  trouba¬ 
dours  set  forth  in  French  vir  in  English? 

I'niversity  of  Chicago. 


A  GREAT  STEAMSHIP  DIRECTOR 
By  Wm.  A.  Schaper 

I’ETKR  FKAXZ  STl'BMAXN.  Albert  Ballin.  Berlin-Grune- 
wald.  Hermann  Klemm.  1926. 

'I'liis  is  a  work  of  300  pages,  with  12  fine  reproductions  of 
pln)tographs  and  3  facsimile  letters.  It  makes  use  of  the 
Roman  not  the  old  Gothic  type,  and  is  a  good  example  of  recent 
bewk-making  in  Germany.  I  bis  book  completes  the  account  of 
HalHn’s  life,  and  supplements  the  earlier  works,  such  as  the  one 
by  Bernhard  Huldermann,  that  by  Dr.  Erich  Murkden,  dealing 
especially  with  the  trans-Atlantic  shipping  pools,  and  another  by 
Otto  Mathies,  on  the  shipping  interests  of  Hamburg  from  1814  to 
1914. 

The  author  was  an  official  of  the  Hamburg  shipping  asso¬ 
ciation  from  1908  to  1918,  while  Albert  Ballin  was  the  director 
and  official  head  of  that  organization.  This  book  is  therefore 
based  on  first  hand  impressions,  as  well  as  documents,  found 
largely  in  earlier  works,  and  letters  in  the  possession  of  the 
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t.iinily.  It  is  not  an  exhaustive  work,  but  rather  a  memorial 
volume.  Mipplementing  the  earlier  publications. 

Tile  l)ook  is  interesting  because  of  the  great  role  Ballin 
played  from  1886  to  1914  as  the  head  of  the  Hamburg-American 
>teamshii)  line  in  the  development  of  fast,  modern  steamships  of 
great  cajiacity,  first  to  carry  millions  of  European  emigrants  to 
America  and  other  lands  and  to  transport  the  increasing  volume 
of  ocean  freights,  mails,  and  the  summer  tourists. 

Albert  Ballin  became  an  international  figure  after  19U0, 
known  to  the  traveling  public  in  many  countries.  He  understood 
and  appreciated  life  in  England  and  America,  kept  in  close  con¬ 
tact  with  it.  spoke  the  language  with  ease  and  telling  effect,  and 
wa.*-  recognized  as  a  master  mind  in  the  solution  of  ocean  ship¬ 
ping  jiroblems.  He  attained  a  position  of  power  and  influence 
in  his  field,  comparable  to  that  of  one  of  our  great  railroad  presi¬ 
dents.  It  was  largely  through  Ballin’s  initiative  and  influence 
that  the  shipping  pools,  trade  associations  and  agreements,  which 
fijially  culminated  in  the  Atlantic  Conference,  including  all  the 
l''uropean  and  American  lines  of  any  consequence,  came  into 
I  \istence  and  were  kept  going. 

It  is  rather  interesting  tt)  find  that  the  steamship  lines  en¬ 
countered  the  same  jiroblenis  that  our  railways  did.  In  the 
absence  of  regulation,  the  unlimited  individual  rivalry  among  the 
different  companies,  sooner  or  later  led  to  destructive  competi- 
litni,  periodic  demoralization  and  ruin.  As  a  matter  of  self-pro¬ 
tection  pooling  of  interests,  traffic  agreements,  use  of  common 
agencies,  exchange  of  information,  week-long  international  con¬ 
ferences  to  irem  out  difficulties,  and  other  co-operative  meas¬ 
ures  were  necessary  t<i  imiirove  the  service,  stabilize  the  business, 
.md  insure  steady  progress  in  efficiency  and  safety  cU"  navigation. 

In  thi>  field  .\lbert  Ballin  ac(|uired  a  unique  position,  of 
great  power  and  influence,  which  he  used  with  ability  and  be¬ 
coming  moderation.  He  spurned  government  subsidies,  as  hot¬ 
house  methods  of  no  permanent  value  in  the  development  of  an 
efficient,  self-reliant  merchant  tnarine.  The  keenest  competitor 
was  the  North  German  Lloyd  line,  which  was  subsidized  by  the 
government.  Ballin  had  given  this  line  a  distinct  advantage  in 
order  to  make  it  come  into  the  shipping  pool.  In  1911  when  the 
mail  contracts  were  to  be  renewed,  he  tried  to  get  this  line  to 
co-operate  in  continuing  the  Atlantic  Conference.  When  he 
failed  in  that  course,  he  offered  to  carry  the  mails  at  the  rates 
this  rival  line  had  been  getting,  with  faster  and  better  service  and 
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withunt  any  'iil)sidy  froni  tin*  j^overnnieiit,  tlius  forciny  tlie  North 
('ii-nnan  Lloyd  Hue  to  rrvist-  it^  proposal  to  his  ha>i'. 

I ’allin  hflicvcd  in  conciliating  his  rivals,  both  iorcign  and 
doinotic,  and  working  in  hannoiiy  with  them.  He  played  a 
strong  and  re>oiircel’nl  game,  however,  and  was  never  at  a  loss 
to  ]>rotect  hi>  interests.  I'or  instance,  in  l‘X).L  when  J.  I’ierpom 
Morgan  suddenly  decided  to  take  a  hand  in  the  traiis-.Vtlantic 
'hipping  hii'iness  with  1.1  sliii)^  of  922,U0()  ton>  cajiacity  he- 
longing  to  seven  American.  I'.ngli>h,  C  anadian.  Dutch  and  Bel¬ 
gian  line>.  Ballin  admitted  the  Morgan  line.'  into  his  jiool  on  a 
generoii'  I)a'is.  To  protect  his  interests  he  soKl  Morgan  a 
minority  interest  in  the  (ierman  lines,  agreed  to  contrihute  one 
fourth  of  the  deficit  in  divtdemU  if  they  fell  under  >i\  i)er  cent, 
in  return  for  the  same  contrihution  from  Morgan  if  his  lines 
.’ailecl  to  earn  >ix  per  cent  in  any  year.  A.s  a  result  Morgan 
agreed  not  to  send  his  shii»'  into  the  German  harbors.  By  this 
master  'troke  he  saved  the  German  lines  from  absorption,  or  a 
deva>tating  competition  and  final  ruin. 

In  international  affair',  liallin  followed  a  far-sighted  and 
generous  policy.  He  was  bitterly  criticized  at  home  for  shariti)' 
hu^ine'S  with  foreign  lines  and  throwing  a  certain  «iuota  of  con- 
'truction  contracts  to  the  Knglish  shipyards.  But  he  per>isted  in 
that  i)olicy  to  the  last,  because  he  knew  from  experience  how 
hitter  business  rivalry  could  become  if  a  narrow  nationalist  aim 
was  persisted  in.  He  deplored  the  selfish  natioJialist  exploitation 
of  business  opportunities,  and  had  a  foreboding  of  the  world 
cataclasm  that  was  impending.  He  came  to  realize  how  ruinous 
comj)etition  can  easily  transform  itself  into  a  military  -trugglc 
between  nations. 

During  the  war  he  became  a  member  of  the  Reichstag.  The 
great  war  was  to  him  a  stupid  blunder,  a  disaster  to  all  humanity. 
He  wanted  it  terminated  at  the  first  opportunity.  He  opposed  the 
sub-marine  policy  as  certain  to  bring  America  in  the  struggle  and 
set  Germany  back  generations.  W  hen  the  end  of  the  war  ap¬ 
peared  in  view,  all  his  former  critics  urged  his  selection  as  the 
best  e(|uipped  man  in  Germany  to  undertake  the  hopeless  task 
o.‘  arranging  peace  terms.  He  began  to  prepare  himself  for  this 
bitter  ordeal,  when  he  suddenly  passed  away  in  a  hospital  while 
undergoing  treatment  to  prepare  himself  for  this  last  service  for 
a  better  understanding  among  nations.  He  did  not  live  to  see  his 
three  mammoth  steam-ships,  the  Imperator,  Vaterland,  and  Bis¬ 
marck,  the  largest  and  finest  that  ever  sailed  the  seas,  taken  as 
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in  war  and  converted  into  the  l.eviathan,  Majestic  and 
Herenyaria  I»\  rival  American  and  Kn^disli  lines. 
rniver>*it\  <d’  ( )klalnnna. 


UOOKS  IN  FRENCH 

.\l.\ri\IAt  .  h'RANCOIS.  Le  jeune  Homme.  Paris. 

Hachctte.  Id2d. 

riii>  I)rt)clnire  is  one  of  a  series  on  "les  A^es  de  la  vie,"  the 
f(dlowin>i  havinjj;  been  hitherto  published;  rivtifant,"  by  Gerard 
d’Honville;  “riliunme."  by  Henri  Dnvernois,  and  "le  Vieillard,"' 
b\  Henri  Lavedan.  .Since  Aristotle’s  dictum  concerning  the  four 
stajies  of  li  e.  pcrhaijs  human  nature  has  changed  but  little,  at 
bottom.  .Shakespeare  said  something  about  seven  stages,  but  these 
ea>ily  may  be  classed  under  four.  Mr.  Mauriac  is  not  a  profes¬ 
sional  moralist,  and  i>  therefore  unbiased  in  his  outlook  on  youth. 
II  is  book  i.s  sane  and  vvboles<'me,  and  we  are  of  the  opinion  that 
the  young  man  who  reads  it  will  understand  himself  better.  There 
is  lu)  indication  in  it  that  the  ‘‘flaming  youth"  of  today  are  to¬ 
bogganing  off  into  Gehenna  I  — J.  H.  C. 

h'K  \.\t  IS  l)K  t  kOl.SSK’r.  La  Fecrie  Cinghalaise.  Paris. 

Grasset.  1926.  10  francs. 

In  this  delightful  btiok,  the  noted  dramatist,  Francis  de 
t  roisset.  gives  us  vivid  pictures  of  Ceylon.  Information  as  well 
as  human  interest  is  imparted  through  the  amusing  medium  of 
the  young  Ivnglish  captain  and  his  atrocious  French.  In  masterly 
fashion  the  author  describes  the  strange  and  fantastic  birds, 
beasts,  and  flowers  and  the  marvellous,  terrifying  jungle. 

— M.  M.  Nice. 

JKAN’-LoriS  \'.\UDOVKR.  Beaut6s  de  la  Provence.  Pars: 

Bernard  Grasset.  1926.  15  francs. 

riie  charm  and  vividness  of  the  narrative  will  more  than 
offset  whatever  shortcomings  the  book  may  have  for  the  criti¬ 
cally-minded  reader.  M.  Maudoyer  is  essentially  a  poet,  and  it  is 
an  esthetic  appreciation  of  southeastern  France  that  he  gives  us. 
Himself  a  northerner,  the  author  frankly  confesses  that  the 
natural  beauties  of  Provence  have  an  irresistible  spell  for  him. 
and  that  "les  gens  dti  M i«li  sont  de  vrais,  de  vieu.x  civilises”.  All 
lovers  of  “La  Provence”  will  agree  with  this  dictum. 

— S.  S. 
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MARII-'  (’iAS<jrK'r.  line  Enfance  provengale.  Paris. 

Flainniarion.  P^2(). 

This  l)«>ok  iiiiulit  1)1-  called  “La  Provence  tiui  s’en  va.” 

I'he  author  ha*.  K'lthered  reminiscence''  of  her  chiIdlu>o<: 
"pent  in  I’rovence,  at  the  very  loot  of  the  rocky  citadel  of  Les 
Manx,  the  ancient  capital  »*f  Prt>vence.  amid  the  remains  of  the 
days  of  Koine,  .she  writes  in  a  pleasant,  fU>win>i  I'rench. 

Perhaps,  because  we  know  and  love  Provence,  we  are  pre¬ 
judiced  in  her  favor.  Hut  we  thought  we  could  find  in  the  paj^e-' 
of  her  hook  the  cliarm  of  the  old  stones,  chiselled  by  unknown 
hands  so  loiij^  a^o,  and  yellowed  hy  time,  also  the  puiiKt'nt 
aromas  of  “vin  cuit”,  saj'e,  juniiier  and  incense. 

She  tells  of  customs  that  are  passing,  she  evokes  the  humble 
folk  of  the  Provencal  country-side,  and  shows  the  love  and  ap¬ 
preciation.  innate  in  them  hy  right  of  race  and  inheritance,  for 
stories  and  story  telling. 

Like  Mistral,  who  was  her  friend,  the  author  lacks  the  sense 
of  humor  that  wiuild  have  saved  her  h<*ok  from  bordering,  here 
and  there,  on  sentimentality.  But  personal  reminiscences  can 
hardlv  expected  to  be  entirelv  free  from  sentimentality. 

—  1.  H.  J. 

J.  HOri  KL  et  A.  (.'( 1; K'l’.  Le  Fran^ais  par  la  Lecture.  Cours 
(.'oiniilementaire.  t  ours  Supericur.  Paris.  Librarie  Delagrave. 

“Le  francais”.  for  these  who  have  learned  to  read  the 
language,  should  he  something  more  than  mere  reading,  con¬ 
versation,  and  linguistic  drill.  That  “something’’  should  include, 
above  all,  literary  appreciation  and  the  comparison,  connection, 
and  interpretation  of  ideas,  elements  which  are  so  rare  in  foreign 
language  instruction  that  the  classroom  is  pleasantly  startled 
when  they  make  chance  intrusions!  It  is  therefore  to  be  hoped 
that  works  like  those  of  Boitel  and  Coquet  will  meet  with  favor¬ 
able  reception  abroad. 

— W.  A.  W. 

GALANDY  et  BALAIGANG.  Vocabularie  analogique.  Librairie 
Delagrave.  Paris.  1925. 

This  is  the  fourth  of  a  series  of  little  books  bearing  the  above 
title,  and  intended  for  pupils  of  the  French  public  schools.  It 
might  in  English  be  called  “A  Study  of  Words  Grouped  by 
Association  of  Ideas.”  The  authors  have  grouped  about  six 
thousand  words,  with  graded  exercises  bearing  upon  the  words. 
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The  eighty  lessons  are  followed  by  a  chapter  on  etymology.  To 
illustrate  the  authors’  method:  the  first  lesson  lists  such  words 
as  family,  father,  mother,  grand-father,  grand-mother,  grand¬ 
parents,  grand-sons,  grand-daughters,  grand-children,  elder, 
younger,  orphan,  orphanage,  ancestors,  descendants,  posterity, 
first  name,  family  name,  etc.  Then  follow  two  pages  of  various 
exercises  based  on  these  terms. 

— J.  H.  C. 

(  .\RL()  DOMBK.  Vocabolario  Italiano-Francese,  Francese- 
Italiano,  Commerciale  terminologico  e  fraseologico. 

Milano.  ITrico  Hoepli.  1926.  16  lire. 

.\n  extremely  useful  little  Italian-French  and  I'rench- 
Italian  commercial  dictionary,  with  a  list  of  the  must  important 
commercial  abbreviations  in  each  of  the  twi>  languages,  and 
another  of  the  commonest  idioms  of  the  French  and  the  Italian 
commercial  lingo.  The  material  seems  wisely  chosen  and  ac¬ 
curately  handled.  It  is  interesting  that  the  Italian-French  half 
of  the  book  contains  nearly  twice  as  many  words  as  the  French- 
Italian  section. 

— R.  T.  H. 

.|()SlvPH  Dl-'Ll'KIL.  Les  Poilus.  Baris.  Bernard  Grasset. 

1926.  10  francs. 

This  l)rief  history  of  the  World  War  centering  around  the 
activities  of  the  French  soldier  has  gone  through  twenty-eight 
editions.  The  book  is  written  in  a  humorous  and  entertaining 
way,  yet  full  of  pathos  as  the  vivid  pictures  of  mobilization,  bat¬ 
tles.  life  in  the  trenches  and  behind  the  lines,  and  the  struggles 
of  the  leaders  in  the  making  of  peace  are  portrayed.  One  is  sur¬ 
prised,  however,  to  find  that  the  way  to  maintain  w’orld  peace  is 
to  have  an  international  army  under  the  Pope  guarding  the 
frimtiers. 

— L.  B.  Nice. 

HlSTORK  l’S.  L’  A.  B.  C.  de  I’electeur.  Baris.  Presses 
Universitaires.  1924.  One  franc. 

If  there  are  any  professors  who,  to  their  other  accomplish¬ 
ments.  wish  to  add  an  intelligent  and  Accurate  understanding  of 
French  politics,  here  is  their  chance.  They  will  be  able,  at  last, 
to  distinguish  between  a  socialist  and  a  radical-socialist,  a 
nationalist  and  communist,  a  conservative  and  a  young  adherent 
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of  tlif  so-called  Royalist  tiu>veiiient.  They  will  be  able  to  classity 
Foiiicare,  Herriot,  Briand,  etc.  This  pamphlet  was  written  for 
yoiinji  Frenchmen  who  are  Roiiijj;  to  vote  for  the  first  time  and 
know  very  little  about  their  own  politics.  It  is  written  with  the 
simplicity  and  do>imatism  of  a  catechism  but  with  a  little  more 
ol)jectivene<s.  It  clears  up  in  ten  minutes  things  that  ,\nieri- 
cans  of  the  press  who  have  >pent  years  in  Paris  have  never  under¬ 
stood.  riiis  i>  FreJich  i>olitics  at  a  glance  ami  for  a  franc  which, 
tt  presin!  rale>,  means  4  cents.  A  rather  inexpensive  initiation 

— o.  (;. 

.M.BFIM'  MAI  llll'/.  Autour  de  Danton.  Paris.  Payot. 

24  francs. 

Tile  proli.ic  historian  of  the  L'niver.sity  oi  Dijon  ha.'  given 
Us  a  companion  vidunu-  to  liis  **.\ntour  de  leol)espierre’'.  The 
i>ouk  is  really  a  senes  t>f  stmhes  about  1  );inton  woven  around  a 
selected  list  of  Dtinton  s  confreres.  1‘he  list  incliules  Fabrc 
d’l'.glantine,  Westcrmann.  Servtin.  Dehicroix,  the  Simon  brcnhers, 
( ‘ourtois,  Milard.  the  .Spaniard  (iuzm.in.  Perrcgau.x,  Choiseau, 
and  a  few  c)ther  K'S  important  Rcvtdutionary  fi.gures.  While 
the  author  ha'  not  hved  in  Paris,  he  has  made  extensive  use  of 
the  libraries  ami  tirchives  of  that  center.  ICxteiisive  qm»tation' 
.ind  careful  analysis  of  interesting  Revolntionary  scenes  c'ass  this 
bo(>k  with  i’rofes'or  M.ithiez’s  best. 

— 11.  C.  Mitcheli. 

P(  )I '  L.\  1 1  .LF.  IIFXRV.  I’Enfantement  de  la  Paix.  Pari.s. 

Bernard  (Irasset.  1920.  10  francs. 

Another  war  book  I  Xot  a  history,  not  exactly  a  novel,  but 
a  sort  of  diagnosis  of  the  sick  condition  of  society  immediately 
following  the  signing  of  the  Armistice.  Henry  Poulaille.  per¬ 
haps  the  most  indepemlent  of  the  writers  of  the  “gauche,”  is 
only  thirty  years  old  He  is  also  the  author  of  ‘Tls  etaient  (ptatre,” 
and  “Ames  neuves.”  “rFnfantement  de  la  Paix”  is  mainly  the 
story  of  a  man,  Magneux,  who  “saw  it  through,”  and,  returning 
home,  discovered  that  the  “hell-fire  of  shell-fire”  at  the  front 
is  hardly  worse  than  the  conditions  he  finds  himself  confronted 
with.  Following  in  the  trail  of  war — the  decomposition  of  souls, 
prostrate  despair,  utter  abandon,  hatred,  bitterness,  low  pleasures, 
incapacity  everywhere — all  this  forming  a  diseased  epoch,  an  age 
still  bleeding.  Certainly  not  a  book  for  the  ex-soldier,  but  an 
important  i>sychological  analysis.  — J.  H.  C. 
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AKN’Ari).  K.\()rL.  Cambon  (la  Debacle  financiere  de  la 
Revolution).  I’aris.  IVrrin  et  192(».  12  francs. 

Mojisicnr  Arnaiid  is  tin*  author  of  a  nuinber  of  books  and 
'Indies  dealiiif^  with  the  French  Revolutionary  period.  'Phis 
vohinie  is  written  largely  from  unpublished  documents,  and 
should  have  sttnie  interest  not  only  for  the  political  economist, 
but  tor  the  student  of  h'rench  hi>tory  as  well.  Cambon  (1756- 
lS2(t)  wa'  an  important  finuri  in  the  financial  history  of  the 
)>eriod  duiin)^  and  f<illowinj4  the  Kevolution.  llis  part  in  those 
'tirriny  t  ines,  his  misfortunes  and  hiding,  fcjiin  the  theme  of 
tin  hook,  llowi  va  r.  the  volume  reads  much  like  the  average  his¬ 
tory  ot  the  period,  with  a  i>reat  deal  of  new  material  added.  Ihe 
initial  chapter,  of  umi'iial  interest,  is  a  discussion  of  the  "vilie 
d'l'tat  an  X\  llle  siecle."  with  Moiitpelliir  a'  a  tvite  he. ore  and 
follow  iii^f  the  I'!e\  (diition 

— J.  11.  C. 

'  II.  .\1  .\l  ■  K  K.A.S.  Anthinea:  D’Athenes  a  Florence.  Paris. 
l-'Iammarif)!!.  3th  ed.  1912.  12  francs. 

In  thi'  dehehtiul  collection  o  travel  sketches,  the  great 
es-ayist  and  poet  gives  his  impressions  of  Athens  at  the  time  ot 
the  Olympic  (iames  in  1896,  of  Cargese,  a  Creek  city  in  Corsica, 
of  I'lorence,  which  he  analyzes  as  the  city  par  excellence  ot 
’o\a>  and  hates,  and  of  the  desolate  sea-coast  of  his  own  Pro¬ 
vence.  It  is  with  the  spirit  of  (ireek  art  that  the  author  is 
most  in  sympathy  and  of  which  he  says  the  most  beautiful  things. 
The  chapters  on  .Athens  and  the  Elgin  marbles  are  an  inspiration 
and  have  renewed  the  determination  of  at  least  one  reader  to  visit 
( Ireece. 

— Margaret  Morse  Nice. 

Influences  Etrangeres  sur  la  nation  roumaine.  Legons  faites  a  la 
Sorbonne  par  N.  lORGA.  Paris.  J.  Gamber.  1923.  5  francs. 

The  recent  visit  of  Roumania’s  Queen  to  this  country  re¬ 
minds  us  that  a  country  of  Latin  language  and  interests,  a  country 
much  larger  than  Italy  and  with  half  the  population  of  France, 
set  strangely  in  the  midst  of  hostile  Slavs  and  Turks,  a  country 
moreover  of  considerable  cultural  pretension,  has  hitherto  ver> 
largely  escaped  the  attention  even  of  educated  .Americans. 
Professor  lorga's  imiiosing  series  of  Roumanian  studies,  most  oi 
them  obtainable  in  French,  arc  the  easiest  medium  for  informing 
oneself  about  this  interesting  nation.  A  competent  scholar  but 
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at  the  same  time  a  passionate  patriot  and  an  ardent  Francophile. 
Professor  lor^a  may  sometimes  arrive  at  conclusions  which  are 
not  entirely  fair  to  Heljirade.  Sofia,  or  Moscow,  but  his  studies 
are  always  valuable  and  always  interesting.  This  one  deals 
mainly  with  the  paradox  of  Roumania’s  indifference  to  her  iiri' 
medite  neighbors,  as  set  against  her  receptiveness  to  cultural  in¬ 
fluences  emanating  from  France. 

— R.  T.  H. 


Le  Mystere  d’Adam.  Texte  du  manuscript  de  Tours  et  traduction 
nouvelle  par  HFfXRl  CHAM.\RD.  Paris.  Librarie 
Armand  Colin.  1925. 

Monsieur  Henri  Chamard,  professor  at  the  University  ot 
Paris,  who  has  already  given  us  a  modern  h'rench  version  of 
the  "Chanson  de  Roland."  now  presents  us  with  a  similar  transla¬ 
tion  of  the  "Alystere  d’.Kdam."  The  play  of  “Adam"  is  the 
oldest  French  monument  of  the  religious  drama  that  has  come 
down  to  us  from  the  Middle  .Ages.  It  was  written  in  the  eatly 
part  of  the  12th  century  by  a  Norman  in  Normandy  or  the 
southern  part  of  Fngland  and  was  presented  at  Tours.  This 
mystery-play  is  especially  important  as  it  already  marks  great 
progress  in  the  evolution  of  the  religious  drama.  It  shows  its 
emancipation  from  Church  liturgy  out  of  which  it  sprang  by  the 
fact  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  stage  directions  and  church 
hymns,  it  is  wholly  composed  in  the  vernacular.  It  is  noteworthy 
furthermore  by  its  mastery  in  theatrical  presentation  and  by  its 
attempt  at  character-portrayal.  The  latter  quality  is  marvellously 
shown  in  the  scene  of  the  temptation  of  Fve.  Satan  successively 
plays  upon  all  the  weak  points  of  woman — her  appetite  for 
dainties,  her  vanity,  her  curiosity,  her  jealousy,  and  her  secret 
aversion  for  man. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  an  English  translation  of  this 
play  appeared  simultaneously  in  this  country.  The  English 
version  is  by  Professor  Wm.  H.  Hulme  and  Miss  Sarah  F.  Bar- 
row’. 

Baker  University.  — Maximilian  Rudwin. 

ANDRE  THERIV'^E.  Georges  Duhamel.  Collections  Critique, 
dirigee  par  Charles  Oulmont.  Paris.  Vald.  Rasmussen.  2  fr.  50. 

The  author  of  this  sketch  informs  us  at  the  outset  that  it  is 
his  intention  to  portray  for  us  the  man  Duhamel  rather  than  to 
discuss  his  work.  The  subtitle  of  this  essay  is  “L’intelligence 
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•  111  cocur."  As  M.  'I'hcrivc,  very  successfully,  proceeds  to  un¬ 
told  for  us  the  inner  recesses  Duhatnel’s  soul,  he  naturally 
helps  himself  jienerously  to  the  enli>ihtenin>'  pa^es  of  his  author’s 
own  writings.  And  we  thus  get  both — a  very  illuminating  side¬ 
light  on  most  of  Duhamel’s  novels,  dramas,  poetry,  stories,  and 
essays,  and  an  interesting  discussion  of  his  life  and  personality 
'rile  sketch  is  pervaded  with  a  decided  Duhamelesque  flavor 
uiasmuch  as  it  emphasizes  the  subconscious  and  makes  us  hear 
tlie  voice  of  the  heart. 

— St>phie  R.  .\.  Court. 

.MISIK.XL,  I'RRDMRU'.  Prose  d’Almanach.  Paris.  Bernard 
(Irasset.  1926.  13.50  francs. 

h'rederic  Mistral  is  the  most  celebrated  poet  of  the  Provencal 
Ri  nais.-ance,  which  l)egaii  in  the  nineteenth  century.  It  is  in  the 
role  of  pftet  that  the  wt>rld  has  known  him.  Since  his  death 
(PM4)  (Irasset  has  commenced  the  publication  of  his  unpublished 
writings,  which  are  to  fall  under  four  groups,  the  present  volume 
being  the  first.  It  is  a  sort  of  collectiim  of  contes.  fabliaux  and 
recits  common  ti*  the  people  of  Provence,  much  of  it  poking  fun 
at  women  and  monks.  rhe  book  is  divided  into  “Gerbes” 
(sheaves),  with  the  modern  French  translation  by  Pierre 
Devoluy  accompanying  the  Proveiu,'al  te.xt.  This  work  is  not 
typically  “mistralien,"  but  it  represents  a  large  sector  of  the 
L^enic  proven«;al.  and  its  mania  few  story-telling. 

— J.  H.  C. 

(  .\RC().  FR.XNCTS.  le  Roman  de  Francois  Villon.  Paris. 

Librarie  Plon.  1926. 

This  volume  is  the  fourth  in  a  series  entitled  “le  Roman  des 
grandes  existences."  Monsieur  Carco  already  has  fifteen  books, 
mostly  stories,  to  his  credit.  His  most  recent  volume,  the  above 
named,  is  written  after  the  style  of  the  ‘‘roman  romanesque,”  a 
genre  faux  now  quite  popular  in  France.  The  author  of  this 
species  of  romance  (purely  imaginary  as  to  historical  accuracy) 
could  hardly  choose  a  more  suitable  subject  for  his  pen  than  this 
sixteenth  century  vagabond  poet,  whom  Stevenson  called  “poet, 
philosopher  and  housebreaker.”  Villon’s  life  in  Paris,  as  it 
could  easily  have  been,  his  wanderings  in  the  provinces,  often  in 
jail  or  ready  to  mount  the  scaffold,  with  snatches  of  his  verse 
interspersed  here  and  there — all  make  the  “story”  read  like  a  piece 
of  realistic  fiction.  — J.  H.  C. 
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I’K  ICX'OS’I',  JKAN.  la  Vie  de  Montaigne.  Paris.  Lil>rairie 

(iailiniard,  1920.  10.50  franc". 

Michel  Fy(iuctn  dc  Montaigne  (153.1-1592).  tlie  father  of  tlie 
e>.>.ay.  is  tlie  greatest  man  of  letters  of  tlie  si.\teenth  century  in 
France.  The  finest  jiroduct  of  the  Kenaissance,  his  life  and 
works  are  annually  tempting  to  critics  and  biographers.  This 
volume  is  tlie  fourth  of  a  series  now  in  preparation,  entitled. 
■‘\’ies  des  hommes  illustres."  Here  Monsieur  Prevost  admits 
that  he  is  not  attempting  a  scientific  study  of  Montaigne's  works, 
hut  a  story  of  the  great  essayist's  life.  .\n  atlmi^sion  which  re¬ 
calls  the  wonls  tif  Montaigne  in  the  brief  introduction  to  his 
Kssays:  “(  'est  icy  un  livre  de  honne  foy,  lecteur.  11  t'advertit 
dez  I'eiitree.  (pie  ie  ne  m'y  suis  propose  aulcune  fin.  tpie  domesti- 

(pie  et  privee . ie  veulx  (pi'on  m’y  veoye  cn  ma  fa(,'on 

sinpile.  natnrelle  et  ordinaire.  .  .  .  car  e'est  moy  (pie  ie  peinds." 

— J.  H.  C. 

L.\L()l’.  KI-'XI-L  Defense  de  Thomme.  Paris.  Simon  Kra. 

192().  12  francs. 

This,  M.  Lalou's  most  recent  work,  is  probably  one  of  the 
most  imiiortant  pieces  of  literary  criticism  since  Taine, 
Hrunetitjre  and  F'aguet.  The  subtitle  is:  “Intelligence  et 
Sensualitc,"  a  defense  of  "la  poesie  pure."  Monsieur  Lalou  is 
only  thirty-seven  years  old.  but  his  work  is  already  voluminous 
and  varied.  An  "agricgc  d’Anglais,”  "officer-interprete  dans  la 
.Marine,"  profes.sor  in  the  Lycee  Henri  1\’,  lecturer  in  foreign 
countries,  this  young  critic  has  already  received  international  re¬ 
cognition  for  his  History  of  Contemporary  French  Literature 
(translated  into  Fnglish  by  William  Bradley).  The  present 
volume  consists  of  three  essays:  I.  P'ssay  on  Criticism.  II. 
The  Idea  of  Pure  Poetry  in  France.  III.  From  Descartes  to 
Proust.  The  first  one  deals  with  the  problem  of  criticism,  atti¬ 
tudes  and  method,  and  technique.  The  second  deals  largely  with 
Poe  and  Baudelaire,  and  jiroclaims  that  Pure  Poetry  reconciles 
Descartes  and  Baudelaire.  Monsieur  Lalou’s  conclusions  may 
be  questioned,  but  his  brilliancy  and  method  are  refreshing.  He 
is  the  outstanding  French  literary  critic  today,  and  his  “Defense 
de  riiomme"  may  be  considered  as  the  manifesto  of  the  New’ 
School. 

— J.  H.  C. 

THK  UNIVERSITY  OF  GOETTINGEN  has  bought  the 
original  manuscript  of  Burger’s  “Lenore”  for  5,000  Marks. 
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FAY.  Bl-'. kXAKD.  Panorama  de  la  litterature  contemporaine. 
l^tri>.  Simon  Kra.  1925.  12  fraiu>. 

.\>  a  critical  work  surveying  contemporary  literary  niove- 
inent,"  in  I'rance.  this  is  a  I)oI(l  hook,  audacious  and  frank.  Fvi- 
dently  it  is  not  a  text  hook  for  schools!  Its  author  is  somethin}^ 
of  a  critic  of  French  literature  hearinjr  on  the  I’nited  States,  also 
oi  the  .\merican  Revolution  and  the  French  Revolutiiui.  He  is 
writiuj;  a  hook  on  I'ranklin,  and  one  on  Federalism  and  Demo¬ 
cracy  in  .\merica.  Front  the  successittn  of  N’ictor  Huki>  Mon¬ 
sieur  I'ay  traces  with  trenchant  pen,  somewhat  a  I'amhle,  the 
various  nutveineiUs  in  poetry  and  fiction,  ti>uchin>j;  on  the  crititjuv 
of  Kenan  and  Taine,  and  culminatini»  in  the  itrcsent  state  of 
poetry  and  prose  in  France.  For  the  serious  student  of  French 
literattire,  this  is  an  imi»<trtant  hook. 

— J.  H.  C. 


Anthologie  de  la  nouvelle  poesie  fran^aise..  Paris. 

Sinutn  Kra.  1929.  30  francs. 

'Die  poetry  included  in  this  revised  edition  e»l  an  important 
ci>mi>ilation  represents  what  the  compilers  consider  to  be  the  best 
output  of  the  New  School  of  poetry  in  F'cance.  Be  it  understood, 
the  wtird  ■‘nouvelle. "  in  the  title,  is  significant.  For  the  ad¬ 
herents  to  the  Xew  Sclu>ol  are  wa.i^ing  a  literary  battle  in  Paris 
to-day.  and.  it  appears,  are  slowly  winning.  'I'he  present  volume 
begins  with  CicrarfI  de  Xerval  (1809-1855),  includes  Baudelaire, 
ami  ends  with  Raymond  Radiguet.  De  Regnier  and  the  Com- 
tesse  de  Xoailles  are  of  course  omitted.  In  all,  fifty-eight  poets 
are  represetited,  a  brief  biography  and  bibliography  prefacing 
each  poet.  A  critical  Preface  appears  at  the  beginning  of  the 
book. 

— J.  H.  C. 

L.  CH.\RLKS-B.\UDOl'IN.  le  Symbole  chez  Verhaeren. 

Kssai  de  psychanalyse  de  Tart.  Geneve.  Editions  Mengenet. 

1924.  3.50  Swiss  francs. 

A  delightful  psycho-analytical  study  of  the  Belgian  poet  b.v 
a  Swiss  poet  who  is  also  a  psychoanalyst.  A  scientific  dissection 
accomplished  w'ith  all  the  difficult  edged  tools  of  Freud.  Ribot, 
and  the  rest,  the  dissector  is  so  modest,  so  reasonable,  and  him¬ 
self  so  much  the  artist,  that  his  book  is  science,  criticism,  and 
literature  in  one  volume.  He  establishes  by  the  internal  evidence 
of  Verhaeren’s  incomparably  direct  and  candid  poetry,  the  fact 
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of  his  transformation  from  the  introvert  type  to  the  extravert, 
his  j^rowtli  into  the  acceptance  of  socialism,  modern  industrialism, 
realism. 

— R.  T.  H. 

Iv’ lll)\\  1 N,  MAXIMILIKN,  Bibliographie  de  Victor  Hugo. 

“Les  Belles  Lettres."  Paris,  1920.  10  frs. 

This  little  brochure  is  an  important  contribution  to  the 
bibliography  of  the  greatest  genius  of  French  literature.  Any 
scholar  who  attempts  anything  complete  in  this  respect  is 
threading  his  way  over  uncertain  terrain.  Mr.  Rudwin  evidently 
realizes  this,  and  states  in  his  “avant-propos"  that  his  work  is  in¬ 
complete.  'I'he  author  would  perhaps  have  increased  the  value 
of  his  work  had  he  included  the  name  of  the  publisher  following 
each  work. 

May  we  luit  venture  the  suggestion  that  Mr.  Rudwin’s 
Bibliography  is  a  trifle  too  full  in  one  respect?  Chapter  I, 
t/cneralites,  includes  a  long  list  (10  pages)  of  more  or  less 
ueiieral  te.xts  of  French  literature,  not  dealing  directly  with  Hugo; 
tliey  cannot,  therefore,  be  properly  termed  Hugoniens.  In  like 
manner,  (  hapter  11.  on  Romanticism  (4  pages),  is  not  distinctly 
Hugonieii.  Neither  ^liould  it  be  necessary  to  list  all  the  works  of 
Hugo  (pp.  15-17):  and  why  include  Chapter  IV.  on  “'Fhe  Super¬ 
natural  and  Satanic  in  Literature”  (2  pages)? 

— J.  H.  C. 

(JKORGKS  NORMANDY.  Guy  de  Maupassant.  La  Vie 

anecdoti(iue  et  pittoresque  des  grands  ecrivains.  Paris. 
\'ald.  Ramussen.  1926. 

The  author  of  this  life  of  Maupassant,  beginning  on  the  sec¬ 
ond  page  with  a  story  too  spicy  for  translation,  chatters  and 
scandalizes  his  way  at  a  great  rate  through  one  hundred  and 
eighty  pages  of  diverting  but  critically  innocuous  biography. 
'I'he  book  is  what  it  professes  to  be,  “La  vie  anecdotique  et 
pittoresque”.  intended  for  those  who  read  in  haste  and  forget 
with  ease. 

— L.  N.  Morgan. 

FR.\NC()IS  PORCHE.  la  Vie  Douloureuse  de  Charles  Bau¬ 
delaire.  Paris.  Plon.  1927.  15  francs, 

rile  book  under  review,  which  is  the  sixth  volume  in  the 
•eries  “le  Roman  des  Grandcs  Existences”,  aims  to  tell  the  story 
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of  Charles  Baudelaire,  who  is  the  saddest  and  profoundest  poet  in 
modern  literature.  Its  author,  M.  Fran<;ois  Porche,  a  novelist 
and  playwrij.'ht,  does  not  aim  to  give  us  a  critical  biography. 
Still  his  hook  is  a  faithful  record  of  the  trials  and  tribulations,  the 
weaknesses  and  vices  of  a  man  who  descended  to  the  very  bottom 
of  the  inferno  of  life  and  who  has,  therefore,  often  been  compared 
to  the  Florentine  i)oet.  With  all  his  admiration  for  the  poet  of 
“les  b'leurs  du  Mai”,  the  author  makes  no  effort  to  present  Bau¬ 
delaire  as  an  angel  of  heaven.  His  object  is  to  show  the  whole 
man.  as  he  says,  "sous  toutes  ses  faces,  avec  ses  grandeurs,  avec 
ses  fautes."  The  general  impression  produced  by  a  reading  of  this 
biography  is  that  of  deep  pity  for  the  poet  and  admiration  for 
his  work. 

The  most  interesting  part  of  this  biography,  at  least  for  us 
.Americans,  is  the  account  of  the  manner  in  which  Baudelaire 
learned  tt)  know,  to  love  and,  we  may  say,  to  worship  our  Edgar 
.Allan  Poe.  The  French  poet  discovered  the  American  author  in 
1840,  wrote  a  pathetic  biography  of  him  in  1852  and  translated 
his  works  between  1850  and  1805.  The  great  love  which  Bau¬ 
delaire  had  for  his  American  master  and  the  genius  w'ith  which 
he  rendered  into  French  his  poems  and  tales  are  perhaps  un- 
l)arallelled  in  the  annals  of  literary  history. 

Baker  University.  — Maximilan  Rudw'in. 


BRlfMONl),  IIEXRI.  la  Poesie  pure.  Paris.  Bernard 
(Jrasset.  1920.  15  fr. 

The  discussion  as  to  what  constitutes  pure  poetry  continues 
with  increasing  fury  in  France.  This  book  by  the  Abbe  Bre- 
mond  adds  to  an  already  voluminous  mass  published  during  the 
past  six  or  eight  years.  M.  Bremond,  a  member  of  the  French 
.Academy,  is  a  versatile  man  of  letters,  being  the  author  of  more 
than  a  dozen  books,  mostly  critical  and  religious.  The  first 
chapter  of  the  present  volume,  on  "Pure  Poetry,”  was  read  be¬ 
fore  the  French  Academy,  in  1925.  In  it  M.  Bremond  offers  a 
sort  of  genesis  of  the  new  poetry,  contending  that  the  germ  of 
it  reaches  back  to  the  first  half  of  the  18th  century,  with  the 
.Abbe  Dubos,  and  even  back  to  Italian  humanism.  The  succeed¬ 
ing  chapters  deal  with  the  more  recent  developments,  and  are 
strongly  buttressed  with  much  documentation  in  the  form  of  ex¬ 
tracts  from  world  poets.  It  is  doubtful  if  M.  Bremond  under¬ 
stands  Poe’s  criticism.  Much  of  his  quarrel  with  Paul  Souday 
could  be  dispensed  with.  The  latter  half  of  the  book  is  the  contri- 
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hutioii  III  kiilurt  (ic  Souza,  and  is  devoted  to  a  reply  to  the  Abbe 
Rremond.  M.  de  Souza’s  statement  of  the  case  is  more  scientifi- 
callv  treated  than  is  M.  Bremond’s. 

-J.  H.  C. 


BRICMONI).  HhlNKl.  Prierc  et  poesie.  l‘ari>.  Bernard 
Grasset.  l‘>26.  12  fr. 

riie  Abbe  Bremond  does  not  consider  his  tilt  witli  Paul  Sou- 
<Iay  and  Robert  de  Souza  of  sufficient  lenut'li;  thus  he  follows  up 
his  “la  Poesie  pure”  with  this  volume.  The  wurk  may  be  called 
a  sort  of  hi-'tory  of  the  poetic  sentiment,  with  much  emphasis 
ipon  poetry  and  my.'tici>m — which  latter  element  M.  Bremond 
perhaps  overdraw'.  He  Ijeiiins  with  Plato  and  Ari.stotle.  their 
critiiiue.  Not  so  much  attention  is  ^iven  to  I’oe,  Baudelaire  and 
Paul  \  alery  as  in  his  previous  book.  But  Wordsworth.  Keats 
and  .Shelley  are  frecpjently  (pioted.  Here  M.  Bremond  shows  a 
remarkable  aci|uaintance  with  I'-iiKlish  literature,  although,  as  in 
tlie  case  o'  his  interpretation  of  Poe’s  criticism,  he  fits  the  criti- 
ipie  cif  these  ure.at  poet'  (as  revealed  in  their  poetry)  to  his 
•  wn  pnrimses.  Romanticism  certainly  has  a  more  just  claim  to 
•lie  above  mentioned  poets  than  does  tlie  New  School.  But  the 
New  Poetry  must  seek  authority,  anywhere,  everywhere,  and 
must,  like  the  iirofessional  politician,  "claitn  everythim;  (p»>s- 
sible),  concede  nothinj>.” 

-J.  H.  U. 

K.\RL  JURIS  HL’VSMANS.  Against  the  Grain.  A  Novel 
Without  a  Plot.  Paris.  (irt>ves  lY  Michaux.  1926. 

This  jieriodical  will  not  in  general  concern  itself  with  Eng¬ 
lish  translations,  but  tbe  Paris  iniblishers  of  this  version  of  Joris- 
Karl  Huysmans’  singular  study  of  sick  aestheticism  have  re¬ 
commended  it  to  r)ur  especial  attention.  A  translation  of  “A 
Rebours"  was  published  in  New  York  five  years  ago,  but  the 
publishers  of  the  volume  before  us  qualify  the  other  as  “A  feeble 
attempt  .  .  .  with  the  omission  of  a  very  important  Preface  writ¬ 
ten  by  Huysmans  himself  .  .  .  (and)  of  a  complete  chapter 
.  .  .  ”  The  Preface  is  an  endlessly  curious  and  important  piece 
of  work;  the  restored  chapter  might  as  well  have  remained  un- 
traslated.  The  new  version  is  spirited  and  reads  easily,  but  there 
are  infelicities  on  every  page. 


— R.  T.  II. 
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i.()l'IS  AN  I  rs.  la  Chercheuse  d’amour.  Pari>.  (iras.-ct. 
l‘>2f>.  12  francs. 

The  rek*iitK>.'  antlu»r  of  “la  Maison  du  Kou"  and  "la 
Maison  du  Saj^e"  |)re>ent>  another  suhlitne  inonoinaniac  in  the 
i^iftt'd  and  heantifnl  N’enitian  Jewess,  ICslher  Manas,  absolutely 
free  from  cixiuetrj,  vanity,  and  all  forms  of  .sclf-seekinjf,  “  .  .  • 
celle  «|ni  n’asi)irait  (in’  a  se  donner  .  .  ”  She  follows  this  one  noble 
pa.Nsion  of  hers  with  a  simple  eainlor  like  the  ilevotion  c>f  that 
ellow-Jew  <tf  hers  whom  his  l>rethren  crucified  for  loving  them — 
though  following  it  flings  her  athwart  hah  the  conventions  ot 
modern  morality  ami  dignity — and  comi)letes  the  parallelism  by 
dying  in  prison  for  another’s  sins.  Louis  .\rtus’  prose  epics  are 
grandiose  and  stimulating,  but  they  grow  fatiguing  because  his 
characters  take  things  so  hard,  and  because  they  suffer  so  much 
from  spiritual  states  which  mily  a  psychiatrist  could  make  head 
or  tail  of. 

— K.  r.  n. 

JIC.W  ( ;  1  K.\ I’ I )(  )rX.  Bella.  Paris.  (Irasset,  l'<2t>.  l(t  francs. 

riu-  claim  of  the  luiblishers  notwithstanding,  this  is  not  a 
“roman",  but  rather  a  ^hort  story,  leading  to  a  splendid,  if  some¬ 
what  theatrical  climax.  I'he  extra  i)ages,  as  well  as  the  anticlimax, 
the  author  Uses  to  impress  upon  his  felh)w-men  the  virtues  of 
humility.  •  I'here  is  no  purpose  in  being  far-sighted,  things  will 
turn  the  wrong  way  anyhow.  .Making  jtlans  is  useless,  they  are 
Ixuiml  to  miscarry.  I )o  not  make  sacrifices,  the\’  will  make  you 
ridiculous.  People  iii  general  are  a  sorry  lot.  Their  greatness, 
their  fame  is  coupled  with  personal  smallness,  their  noblest 
feelings  are  spoiled  by  vanity,  their  best  deeds  are  lined  with 
hypocrisy.  Is  one  to  be  indignant  about  it?  Oh.  no.  The  author 
looks  u]>on  his  cluiracters  with  an  indifferent  smile  of  calm  irony. 
That  is  the  way  they  are  ...  If  they  have  any  redeeming 
trait,  it  is.  perhaps,  love,  and  even  then  .  .  .  “hevel  havolim 
vhacol  hovel  ”  as  said  in  his  classical  Hebrew  the  immortal 
I'.cclesiast.  But  M.  Oiraudoux  <lescribes  his  characters  with 
grace,  and  ease,  ami  «degance.  He  tells  his  story  with  real  art 
\nd  uht>  cares  to  (piarrel  with  an  artist? 

—  A.  I 

Kl’SSlA  IS  ALKKADY  BKGINNING  PREPARATIONS 
for  the  celebration  of  the  hundredth  anniversary  of  Tolstoi’s 
birth,  (.\ugust  28.  1028). 
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I’l  i-'K  KIC  HOS'l'.  Crise  de  Croissance.  l’ari>.  ( lalliniard.  1926. 

10.56  francs  -r  20' < . 

Pierre  IJdst  is  jiifted  writer.  His  pretentiou>Iy  epi^raniinatic 
!style  does  hit  the  nail  on  the  head  smartly  and  smot)thly  again  and 
again,  and  there  is  an  occasional  vein  of  the  mock-heroic  about 
him  that  smacks  i)lea.santly  of  the  earlier  Dickens.  But  when 
he  leaves  off  his  cheerful  whimsying  and  settles  down  to  his  docu¬ 
ment.  the  charm  flies.  'I'here  have  been  few  more  amusing  pages 
recently  written  than  the  first  chapter  oi  “(.'rise  de  Croissance”, 
but  there  have  l)een  numerous  studies  of  adolescence  more  con¬ 
vincing  than  this  drab  record  of  a  young  girl  who  goes  wrong 
and  whose  father  forces  her  selfish  betrayer  ti)  marry  her. 
Neither  as  document  nor  as  story  does  the  ugly  experience  of 
Heine  ('czard  show  any  particular  distinction. 

— H.  T.  H. 


JK.\N  KKK()N.  La  Metisse.  Montreal.  Ktlouard  (jarand. 

1926.  75  cents. 

The  author  permits  his  religious  and  racial  pride  and  taste 
for  the  melodramatic  to  mar  what  might  otherwise  have  been 
an  excellent  novel.  Nevertheless,  the  book,  which  describes  the 
life  of  the  French  Canadian  half-breeds,  contains  s«>me  well  writ¬ 
ten  passages. 

T.  D. 


RKNE  CL.XIR.  Adams.  Paris.  Bernard  (Irasset.  192(». 

10  francs. 

.Adams  is  the  greatest  motion  picture  actor  in  the  world. 
.As  the  climax  of  a  series  of  unheard-of  triumphs,  he  produces 
his  master-piece.  “Dieu”,  with  himself  in  the  title-role.  The 
success  of  this  venture  is  so  great  that  his  shrewd  promotei 
creates  a  new  religious  cult  with  Adams  as  the  re-incarnatio- 
of  the  Creator.  But  Adams,  whether  in  the  flesh  or  in  the  spirit 
is  not  made  clear,  is  wafted  first  to  a  sort  of  Hollywood  Heaven 
and  thence  to  an  equally  fantastic  hell,  comes  back  repentant,  and 
retires  to  a  monastery  to  expiate  his  sins.  .A  choppy,  almost 
verbless  style,  with  all  kinds  of  sudden,  ill-motivated  transitions 
make  of  this  phantasmagoric  tale  a  fitting  portrayal  of  what  a 
movie  fan  might  experience  in  a  bad  nightmare — but  even  a  movie 
fan  with  a  bad  dream  might  wish  for  a  few  lucid  sub-titles. 

— Kenneth  C.  Kaufman. 
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lJ-'( )  Dl'RAX.  la  Symphonic  pathetique. 

1927.  9  francs. 

.Syiuphonif  infininient  ennuyantc. 


Pari>.  Haudiniere. 


—  K.  T.  H. 


.s.  KOC'HKllLAX’K.  Louis  de  Fourcauld  et  le  mouvement 
artistique  en  France  de  1875  a  1914.  Paris.  “Lcs  Belles 
Lettres.”  1926. 

Tliis  bo«»k  need  not  worry  the  censor,  nor  the  \V.  C.  T.  U. 
It  is  drier  tlian  present  day  .America. 

It  is  a  ponderous,  scholarly  study.  But  it  is  thorough  and 
contains  a  lot  of  information  on  the  artistic  current  in  France 
from  1875  t**  the  he^inning  of  the  world  war,  as  de  Fourcauld 
was  closely  citnnected  with  the  artistic  movement,  in  his  capacity 
of  art  critic  and  professor  of  the  History  and  Philosophy  of  art 
at  the  h'cole  des  Heaux-Arts  in  Paris,  a  chair  he  held  for  21 
years  and  in  which  he  succeeded  Taine. 

I'he  hook  deaL  with  the  career  of  de  Fourcauld  and  present^ 
him  as  a  critic,  teacher  and  historian  as  well  as  musician.  A  little 
Ilf  the  youth  of  de  Fourcauld  is  described,  but  no  attempt  is  made 
to  study  his  personality  in  order  to  explain  his  point  of  view,  nor 
are  we  shown  how  he  may  have  changed  and  grown  with  time. 
The  author  insists  i>n  praising  de  Fourcauld  in  everything,  and 
weakens  his  case  by  showing  him  not  only  as  a  mu.sical  critic  also. 
I)iit  as  a  music  comintser  as  well. 

-J.  B.  J. 


CH.AKLKS  01)1  F.R.  le  Complexe  d’Oedipe  et  son  influence 
sur  le  caractere,  la  sant6  et  la  destinee..  Geneve.  Kdition 
de  la  petite  Fusterie.  1925.  2.50  francs. 

To  one  interested  in  psychoanalysis  this  contribution  ot 
Doctor  Odier  makes  very  interesting  reading.  To  unravel  the 
meaning  of  a  dream,  one  must  consider  and  analyse  its  various 
elements  and  interpret  them  correctly.  It  is  curious  that  no  two 
psychoanalists  agree  e.xactly  when  it  comes  to  their  definite  con¬ 
clusions.  Odier  presents  a  number  of  very  interesting  cases  to¬ 
gether  with  their  solution,  also  prophylactic  suggestions. 

— Joseph  M.  rhuringer. 


.\INK  OF  THK  THIRTEKN  PRESENT  FRENCH  CAB¬ 
INET  OFFICl.ALS  are  men  of  letters  also.  M.  Herriot,  the 
former  premier,  is  the  most  versatile. 
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I'.M’L  liJERKI-'..  Comment  I’Ame  guerit.  Les  l>asc.s  de  la 
tlu‘rapeiiti(jtu‘  j>syoliosynth«*ti(iiu*.  Authori/ed  translation 
from  the  Sweilish  with  a  preface  hy  Charles  Maudouin. 

Ceneve  I'ditioii  de  la  petite  Eusterie.  1926. 

2.50  francs. 

rhi>  little  work  differ>  from  most  of  its.  kind  in  being  a  very 
hnman  exi>osition  of  i)sychoanalysis  devoid  of  mathematictlly 
mechanical  method>.  'The  relativity  of  health  and  disease  are  dis- 
cu>>ed.  Hjerre  agrees  w  ith  other  pitmeei  >  o.  psychoanalysis  that 
the  importance  j)1ayed  by  heredity  is.  usually  exaggerated.  In 
'ome  respects  »>ne  is  remin<led  of  the  dictum  of  the  sincere  and 
cliarming  French  dnigviist  CoutC  ‘‘Every  day  in  every  way  I  am 
getting  Isetter  and  better,"  ttiily  Hjerre  j)uts  it  a  little  less  polished 
•n  the  formula:  "^'on  can  get  well  if  yott  want  to*’. 

—Joseph  M.  I'huringer. 


I.l  ().\  l).\l'f)bVI  le  Reve  eveille.  J’aris.  Bernard  tirasset 
192o,  10  francs. 

.\fter  a  brief  and  insu  ficiettt  ex[)lanation  of  the  meaning  ot 
the  type  of  “dream"  treated,  there  U>llow>  a  comnu>nplace  dis- 
cus.'ion  of  such  mental  traits  as:  ohsessiitn,  i>re<K’cupation,  in- 
'tinct.  love,  meditation,  pain,  pity,  atiger.  and  fear.  There  is  an 
attempt  to  connect  each  trait  with  the  vaguely-defined  "dream”. 
This  “study  of  the  depth  of  the  mind"  follows  no  scientific 
method,  and  contributes  nothing  to  psychology.  The  merit  it 
ha^  is  literary.  The  book  represents  the  view  of  psycholog> 
used  by  writers  of  fiction — a  deep  and  interesting  mystery.  .-\i 
best  it  is  fiuasi-psychology. 

-  (ieorge  l-'rederick  .Miller. 


BOOKS  lx\  GERMAN 

J.  1.  H.KCHOFEN*.  Urreligione  und  Antike  Symbole.  .1  vols 
Leipzig.  Reclam.  192(t. 

SelectiiMis  from  the  learned  and  interesting  works  of  the 
mid-nineteenth  cetnury  professor  of  Roman  law  in  the  University 
of  Basle,  editefl  by  C  .  A.  Bernoulli.  Prt>fessor  Bachofen  tried  to 
prove  that  society  has  been:  (1)  Horde-groups,  with  promiscuous 
sex  relations.  (2)  Matriarchates  (Gynocracies).  (2)  Patriarchates. 
Proof  is  as  nearly  approximated  as  is  perhaps  possible  in  view 
of  scattered,  scarce  and  vague  data.  But  even  many  doubters 
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.111(1  (Icnii  r^  have  loniui.  and  will  >till  find,  the  arj^uinents  fa^cinat- 

Ml).!. 

— Jf»>epli  !•'.  Paxton. 


Weltwirtschaftliches  Archiv..  Ziit>chrifi  dc.»  Instituts  fii*' 
Weltwirtsrhait  niul  Seeverkehr  an  der  llniversitat  Kiel 
( (luarterlv  t.  Heraii>Ke>iel)en  von  I^r.  .'»c.  pol.  BKKN- 
HAKl)  H.XMS,  ordenllicheni  l^rofessor  an  der 
l’ni\ er>it;il  Kiel.  25.  Band,  Hc.t  1,  January 
P>27.  Jena,  (iu.stav  Fischer 

rhi>  periodical  deal>  in  an  authoritative  way  with  important 
eeoiiomic  and  financial  iirohlenis  of  international  a,-,  well  as 
national  character.  This  issue  besides  the  main  part  (210pp.) 
con^i.'>t^  al>o  of  “t'hronik  und  .\rchivalien”  (18.>  pp. )  and  “Litera- 
tur”  (15(t  pp.)  riie  I’nited  States  >^ets  a  good  deal  of  attention. 
The  main  part  contains  the  article  "N'ordamerikas  \Virtschaft.sauf- 
'tiei;  und  da-  paneuropiiische  Problem.’’  The  second  part  Kivc.- 
the  article  "W-rmoKen.--  und  Finkommensentwicklung  in 
.\merika”.  while  in  the  rich  and  well  classified  hihliojiraphy 
American  publications  are  w<ll  represented.  It  is  -if;nificant  that 
this  issue  contains  contributions  coming  from  Soviet  Russia; 
■‘Die  ( 'irundlinien  und  Methoden  der  landwirt-chaftlichen  Geo- 
;iraphie”  by  Prof.  fi.  Studeiisky.  Moscow,  and  “Der  Wirtscha.'ts- 
plan  der  I’nion  der  .'sowietrepubliken  fiir  192()-27'’  by  Prof.  Albert 
Wainstein.  I  he  latter  article  deals  with  the  “ctuitrol  figures”  of 
the  Soviet  Planning  Commission  (“Gosplan”).  Both  articles  were 
tr;inslated  b\  the  editor-  from  the  Rus-ian  manuscripts. 

— N.  A.  C. 


!•.  M  I  L  l.l’DWIG  Bismarck.  Geschichte  cines  Kampfers.  Ber¬ 
lin.  ICrnst  Rowohit. 

Here  is  a  volume  that  has  stirred  both  friend  and  foe  of 
Bismarck.  In  academic  and  jottrnalistic  (piarters  the  work  has 
been  alternately  i>raised  and  abused.  Such  one  would  expect 
from  any  .seriou-  work  about  Germany’s  greatest  statesman. 
The  author  traces  in  unorthodox  tones  the  career  of  the  Junker 
from  1815  to  1892.  I'he  book  has  five  divisions,  chronologicalh 
.irranged.  Of  special  iiiterest  are  the  twenty  i)hotographs  of 
Bismarck  .‘rom  the  age  of  nine  to  eighty.  Although  the  author 
IS  a  literar\-  man  rather  than  an  historian  he  gives  a  new  interpre¬ 
tation  of  the  Imman  German  “blood  and  iron”  -tatesman — 
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withal  a  antidote  lor  Kol)ert>i>n's  i>t>iukTou>  hioura])!!)’ 

and  Hcadlatn's  smaller  hook. 

—  11.  C.  Mitchell. 

I'MIL  Ll’DWlCi.  Wilhelm  der  Zweite.  Ungckurzete  "Volks- 
ausj'al)e‘'.  Krnst  Kowolilt  N’erlag,  Merlin,  192().  4.80  Marks. 

Xo  recent  hioj^raphical  publication  anywhere  in  the  world 
lias,  probably,  made  (piite  so  much  stir  as  Kmil  Ludwi(,j’s  psy¬ 
chiatric  study  of  the  one-time  Kaiser.  The  Monarchists  abused 
it  so  fruitfully  that  it  sold  a  hundred  thousand  copies  in  a  few 
!Uonths  in  (iermany.  not  to  mention  its  considerable  success 
abroad.  ki>wholt  has  put  it  out  again  in  a  new,  much  cheaper 
and  less  attractive  form,  although,  in  a  better  binding,  a 
popular  edition  which  should  give  it  a  new  lease  of  use.ulness  as 
.a  s|)ecific  against  ( iottesgnadentum. 

— k.  r.  H 

l>k.  k.\l’L  L.VNCiKNSCllKIDT'.  Lebenskunst,  aus  drei 
Jahrtausenden  Weltweisheit.  Berlin.  Dr.  P.  Langenscheidt. 

The  author’s  picture  which  appears  as  the  frontispiece  of 
this  book,  represents  him  as  a  verj-  .item  and  forbidding  person 
whom  the  average  .American  would  immediately  class  as  a 
Junker.  The  work  itself,  however,  is  much  more  reassuring. 
Doctor  Langenscheidt  soon  proves  himself  to  1k‘  a  man  of  fairness 
and  catholicity  of  taste.  <iuoting  without  prejudice  from  the 
literature  of  all  nations. 

The  method  used  is  that  of  developing  the  thought  indepen- 
•lently  but  of  interlarding  the  writing  with  (|UOtations.  Un¬ 
fortunately  there  seems  to  be  a  lack  of  arrangement.  The  titles 
t>f  the  three  parts  of  the  book  do  not  seem  to  represent  clear-cut 
concepts  and  within  each  part  there  are  presented  great  masses  of 
material  without  subdivisions.  Within  this  material  the  author 
appears  often  to  be  guided  in  the  transition  of  his  thought  merely 
by  casual  associations. 

The  author  is  conservative,  as  for  instance,  where  he  con- 
ilemns  internationalism  as  a  brutal  materialism  without  ideals,  or 
where  he  sentimentalizes  over  German  nationalism,  but  in  general 
lie  keeps  a  pretty  even  balance.  He  shows  his  humanity  w’hen  he 
insists  that  education  is  an  art  and  must  take  individual  dif¬ 
ferences  into  account. 

The  book  is  worth  reading  for  the  great  amount  of  material 
I)re^ented  as  well  as  for  Doctor  Langenscheidt’s  opinions. 

— C.  M.  P. 
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Rol  l'  BRANDT.  So  sieht  die  Weltgeschichte  aus  .  .  . 

.\utzeichnungen  ciiu's  Zuschauers.  Hamhiirg  and  Berlin. 

Han.seatische  Verlagsanstalt.  1926. 

In  the  niysterit)us  football  game,  known  as  international 
politics,  (ierniany  before  the  World  War  was  one  of  the  chief 
players,  perhaps  the  very  captain  of  the  game.  After  the  war 
(lermany  became  .  .  .  the  football.  This  sudden  and  radical 
change  has  made  those  Germans  who  have  been  used  to  follow 
this  game,  juit  a  different  valuation  upon  international  events 
that  "make  history".  Herr  Brandt  is  a  well  informed  and  able 
journalist  who  has  seen  at  close  range  most  of  the  turning  points 
of  post  war  development.  His  keen  observations  and  intelligent 
comments  upon  the  events  he  reports  supplement  in  an  interesting 
manner  the  reader's  recollections  of  the  newspaper  accounts.  He 
knows  what  to  pick  out  of  the  rapidly  changing  picture  of  post¬ 
war  life.  The  sufferings  of  Germany  during  and  after  the  war  are 
ever  present  in  his  mind,  and  he  has  a  profound  sympathy  for 
his  native  land,  but  for  little  else.  When  accompanying  the  Ger¬ 
man  peace  delegation  to  Versailles  he  crosses  the  devastated 
region  of  Northern  France,  he  only  notices  the  shattered  cathe¬ 
dral  of  St.  destroyed  .  .  .  by  the  British.  He  is  sur¬ 

prised  and  indignant  to  see  that  in  1920  the  Belgian  “mob"  still 
hates  the  Germans,  but  he  considers  it  his  God-given  right  to  hate 
the  Poles. 

— N.  A.  C. 

.\R  THL'R  RL'NDT.  Amerika  ist  anders.  Berlin.  Volksverband 
der  Bitcherfreunde.  WegweiserX'erlag  (i.  m.  b.  H. 

1926. 

.Admirably  illustrated  by  Tibor  Gergely,  this  bright  journal- 
i>tic  record  of  .American  whimsies  is  one  of  the  most  attractive 
books  of  the  sort  ever  published.  In  keeping  with  the  author’s 
contention  that  America,  to  paraphrase  Tennyson’s  “Princess" 
...  is  not  undeveloped  (  Europe) 
but  other  .  .  . 

there  is  careful  abstention  from  praise  or  blame.  But  the  book 
is  uncritical,  sometimes  inaccurate,  and  generally  superficial. 

— R.  T.  H. 

().  1C.  LKSSINti.  Briicken  fiber  den  Atlantik.  Stuttgart. 

Deutsche  A’erlags-Anstalt.  1927. 

Professor  Lessing  has  collected  in  this  volume  a  number  of 
his  essays  on  .American  writers  which  have  appeared  in  “Da^ 
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Litt-rariMin'  Kcho",  mow  “Dio  Liti-ratur”.  of  Stutl^art.  and  ha* 
added  to  tlicMii  ^ovor.il  papor>  t>n  (lorman  writor-i  wliicli  have 
l)oon  pul»!i'hod  in  Ainorioan  periodicals.  Tlie  motif  which  gives 
the  whtde  an  api)earance,  at  least,  o.'  unity  is  frequently  recurring 
reference  to  the  late  war.  to  .\nierican  unfairness  to  Clerniany. 
and  to  (lernian  inal)ility  to  "seir’  herself.  Much  truth,  hut  much 
idtternes'  likewisi*. 

—  K.  r.  H 

1 1 1- K .\l  1 1 1 N  hi  \()N  l‘Kl'ir>t  lllCX.  Der  Roman  meines  Lebens. 

Uerlin  und  Leipzig.  K.  h'.  Kt>ehler.  Id2t». 

“I’nd  Kuhm  und  Liehe  sind  nnr  Wellenschaum, 
Zer.stieht.  verweht,  im  I'.lement.  dem  feuchten. 

I’ml  i'inhm  und  Liehe  ^ind  nur  W'ahn  und  'rraum, 

I 'ml  Kuiim  und  Liehe  sind  ein  Meeresleuchten.” 

Hermione  von  Kreusclien's  e.xcited  autohiography  is  one  oi 
tlte  moot  e.\traordinar\  and  appealing  Iu>ok.'  of  memories  ever 
vvritten.  I’he  gifted  poet-artist-traveler  e.vpected  so  much  from 
life  and  love  that  her  career  wa>  .)ne  feverish  see-saw  of  san 
guine  i»roject  and  crushing  disaitpointment.  Half  the  celebrities  of 
her  Kurope  look  out  of  these,  elo<pietit  i)ages,  half  the  countr;e^ 
of  the  wa)rld  here  cliarm  and  disillusioTi  her.  I  he  sad  and 
Irrilliant  panaroina  ^Iiouhl  he  repealed  in  I'nglish.  It  is  wa^rth 
everybody’s  reading. 

—  k.  r.  H. 

Kk()hilihlL.  Die  Menschenerziehung. — (i  hi  I  LARI'  H.Al'l’l 
M.ANX.  Bahnwarter  Thiel. —  I’OXTKX.  Die  Insel. — 

.\L\.\  SI  DOW'  Spiel  mit  dem  Feuer.  Leipzig. 

Philipp  Reclam. 

.Si.x  interesting  addititms  to  the  Keckun  I’niversalhihliothek. 
which  with  the  lu't  mentioned  title  above  reaches  Xumher  o7(Ml. 
The  rei)rint  of  "Die  .Menschenerziehung’’.  commemorating  the 
centenary  of  that  ept)ch-making  wa»rk’s  first  appearance,  has  a 
scholarly  introduction  by  H.  Zimmermann,  the  editor.  i'he 
little  “novelistic  study’’  "Hahn warter  hhiel".  reprinted  from  tin 
S.  h'ischer  edition,  is  the  first  of  Hanptmann’s  works  to  enter 
the  Reclam  family,  and  even  though  one  may  not  quite  agree 
with  Hans  von  Hiilscji’s  e.xcited  qualification  of  the  versatile 
poet-prophet  as  “the  proudest  and  most  glowing  si)iritual  pos¬ 
session"  of  contemporary  Germany,  his  little  hook  is  a  real  ad¬ 
dition.  J<*sef  FVmten.  Rhineland  artisan,  scientist,  nature-lover. 
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tir>t  publislicd  liis  touching  slu)rt  story  “Die  Insel”  with  the 
Doutsclie  N’erla^^s-Anstalt  of  Stuttgart,  in  1^18.  Max  Sidow. 
young  Zcitz  husiness  man,  began  liis  literary  career  as  a  turgid 
"expressionist”  lyrist,  hut  is  now  writing  simpler  verse  and  prose 
sketches  which  are  i)owerfully  and  sometimes  painfully  real  and 
vivid.  — R.  T.  H. 

( )  I  r( )  (11  ■  K N’'l  r!0<.  Friederich  Schiller.  Leipzig.  J.  J. 

Weber.  1925. 

To  present  i)ictorially  Schiller’s  perst)nality,  his  physical 
.411(1  intellectual  environment  and  his  literary  activity — that  is 
the  main  purpose  of  the  author.  The  prints  from  many  and 
varied  works  of  art  cast  a  light  on  the  man  and  his  times  as 
prose  could  never  do.  Their  attractiveness,  grouping,  and  general 
arrangement  bespeak  a  labor  of  love  which  will  impress  all  stu¬ 
dents  of  Schiller.  The  volume  begins  with  a  sketch  of  the  poet’s 
life  and  ends  with  brief,  alphabetically  arranged  biographical 
notes  of  per.sons,  important  and  other,  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact.  The  “gallery”  of  the  great  days  at  Weimar  is  especially 
rich  and  complete.  In  case  some  of  the  figures  in  this  or  in 
other  groups  have  been  forgotten,  one  has  only  t4>  turn  to  the 
notes. 

— W.  A.  W. 

H.\i\S  BR.WDKNBURG:  Das  neue  Theater.  Erlebnisse, 
Forschungen,  Forderungen.  Leipzig.  H.  Haessel.  1926. 

It  is  difficult  to  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  this  peculiar 
work  within  .the  narrow  bounds  of  a  review.  The  title — if  taken 
without  the  subtitle — is  a  misnomer.  There  is  no  “New  Theater.’ 
rile  author  is  neither  a  historian  nor  its  creator,  but  rather  the 
prophet  who  is  trying  to  read  the  signs  of  the  new  time:  histori¬ 
cal  development,  technical  achievement,  distress  and  longing  of 
our  time — all  seem  to  point  the  same  way,  to  the  towering  temple 
oi  art  which  will  summon  the  weary  and  heavy  laden  and  weld 
them  in  the  crucible  of  a  common  spiritual  and  emotional  ex- 
Iierience  to  a  common  cultural  consciousness. 

\  stage  of  thundering  and  shouting  declamations,  of  tin 
■irmours  and  cardboard  decorations,  of  gauze  clouds  and  gauze 
skirts,  an  auditorium  of  stale  plush  seats,  evening  gowns  and 
society  prattle  are  contrasted  with  the  serene  and  lofty  festival 
liouse  of  the  author’s  visions,  in  which  space  is  filled  with  the 
>yml)olic  sway  and  motion  of  bodies,  with  ryhthmic  reverbera- 
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tioiis'  Oi'  \v»>rcl  and  tmisic,  spoken,  clianted,  and  suiik  by  individual 
and  chorus — in  short,  a  spectacle  “which  we,  liberated  at  last  to 
tree<loni  and  health,  wish  to  experience  as  a  festival  not  offered 
by  a  theatrical  nianaf^er  hut  Kiven  by  and  to  ourselves.” 

Is  this  a  I'topian  phantasy?  Yes  and  no.  The  author 
leads  us  a  lotiy  way  from  the  dugouts  of  the  war  and  the  after- 
math  of  repression,  where  he  discourses  on  Spengler’s  "Decline 
of  the  (Occident’’,  through  the  evolution  of  the  drama  and  of 
theatrical  theories  and  experiments  up  to  the  modern  youth 
movement  and  it»  projection  upon  the  stage.  Sometimes  you 
are  ready  to  put  the  hook  down  and  leave  him  to  his  own  un¬ 
substantiated  claims,  paradoxes  and  rationalizings,  but  again  you 
are  willing  to  follow  him  on  his  deviations,  to  enjoy  his  brilliant 
apergus,  his  courageous  and  enlightening  wrestling  with  timely 
prolilems.  And  even  though  one  may  suspect  that  the  new 
theater  movement  is  starting  from  the  jieriphery  instead  of  emanat¬ 
ing  from  the  center  of  the  circle,  one  gains  the  impression  in  the 
end  that  the  author’s  is  not  a  lone  voice  in  the  desert,  but  that  an 
army  of  yet  scattered  forces  is  at  work,  dancers,  actors,  com¬ 
posers.  waiting  for  the  torch  of  the  genius  which  will  lead  them 
into  the  promised  land  of  their  dreams.  "Man  muss  noch  Chaos 
in  sich  hahen,  um  einen  tanzenden  Stern  gehfiren  zu  kdnnen" 
( Nietzsche). 

Ohio  State  Univer«.ity  — Ernst  Feise 

Golo  und  Genovefa.  Drama  in  drei  Aufziigen  von  HANNA 
R.\I)EM.\CHER. — lhl4.  Utopia.  Ein  heiteres  Spiel  in  drei 
Aufziigen  va>n  H.\NN.\  RADEM.\C‘HER.  1920. — Rosamunde. 
Drama  in  vier  .\ufzugen  v(in  H.VNN.V  R.\DEM ACHER.  1923. — 
Wilibald  Pirckheimer.  Schauspiel  in  3  .Xufziigen  von  HANNA 
R.ADE M .\CH hf R.  1924. — Johanna  von  Neapel.  Drama  in  vier 
.\kten  von  H.XN.NA  R.\ DEM. ACHER.  Zweite  Auflage.  1925. 
Diisseldorf.  Ernst  Rademacher  A’erlag. 

Not  many  women  have  so  far  achieved  the  distinction  ot 
Ijeconiing  dramatists  of  note.  Women  in  all  countries  have  been 
kept  away  from  the  theater — both  from  the  audiences  and  from 
the  stage — until  .comparatively  recent  times.  Since  the  access  to 
this  field  has  been  open  to  them,  those  who  dared  to  become 
actresses  f»»und  themselves  beyond  the  pale  of  respectability. 
Social  outcasts,  they  were  restricted  to  the  world  of  the  theater, 
and  inevitably  became  a  prey  <»f  their  own  strong  but  inconstant 
emotions  and  of  the  rivalries,  jealousies  and  passiims  of  their  fel 
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low-workers;  they  were  in  most  cases  in  the  power  of  one  or 
several  men  in  this  man-made  theater  world;  their  talent,  their 
inspiration,  all  their  inner  life  was  consumed  by  these  struggles, 
intrigues  and  love-relations.  Ours  is  the  first  generation  when 
women  can  assert  themselves  to  the  degree  of  writing  plays. 
And  Manna  Kademacher  is  one  of  the  first  harbingers  of  this  new 
t  spring. 

ifanna  Kademacher  is  a  talented  dramatist.  There  is 
Wagnerian  grandeur  in  her  plays,  aw'e-inspiring  without  affecta¬ 
tion.  and  elocpient  without  being  stilted.  The  reader  is  carried 
away  by  sinister  plots,  and  is  stirred  by  the  emotions  of  the 
heroes.  Clever  organization  of  these  plays,  insight  into  the 
human  heart  and  the  human  mind,  and  a  beautiful  style — prose, 
blank  verse  and  rhymed  lines — make  them  intrinsically  interest¬ 
ing  and  stimulating  reading.  They  are  still  more  effective  on 
the  stage,  and.  e.xcept  “Rosamunde,”  have  all  been  produced. 

It  probably  would  not  seem  ine.xplicable  to  the  p.sychoanlyst 
that  the  first  woman  to  write  talented  German  dramas  should 
display  a  Nietschean  awe  for  the  super-man,  a  cult  for  might  and 
power.  But  at  first  this  seems  a  bit  parado.xical,  especially  in  the 
light  of  the  i'anu>us  three  K's  *(Kirche.  Kinder,  Kiiche)  of  the 
(lerman  woman. 

Whatever  the  inference,  the  fact  remains  that  Hanna  Rade- 
macher  likes  powerful  characters  and  stirring  situations.  She 
likes  to  create  demi-gods  and  demi-satans.  More  than  that.  She 
stands  in  awe  before  might;  she  considers  strife,  fight,  war, — 
any  aspect  of  struggle, — necessary  for  progress,  nay  for  the  very 
enjoyment  of  life.  Peace,  serenity,  perfect  mutual  trust, — these 
are  good  for  harmless  dumb  creatures.  And  so,  in  Utopia  the 
seekers  for  peace  and  (juiet  happiness  are  changed  into  a  flock  of 
sheep,  while  Zeus  and  his  warriors  carry  off  the  rebellious 
.Atalanta  to  propagate  the  race  of  warring  humanity. 

It  is  in  the  remote  past  that  great,  powerful  characters  are 
^aid  to  have  lived,  that  men  and  women  are  said  to  have  been 
endowed  with  deep,  all-consuming  passions,  with  elemental 
emotions,  and  are  said  to  have  been  capable  of  gigantic  sacrifices 
and  demoniac  deeds.  And  so  Hanna  Rademacher  places  her 
dramas  (“Utopia”  excluded)  in  the  early  Middle  .\ges,  in  the 
sixth  century,  in  1526,  and  in  1382.  respectively. 

But  having  produced  beautiful  plays.  Hanna  Rademacher 
has  not  contributed  any  new  forms  or  original  ideas.  The  spi¬ 
rit  of  her  plays  is  that  of  the  Germany  of  the  Kaiser  and  of  the 
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Junkers.  The  form  is  tliat  of  the  past  masters  of  literature.  In 
tliis  she  stands  apart  from  the  forenitist  new  Uerman  dramatic 
writers,  who.  like  Franz  W'erfel.  Walter  Hasenclever,  Ernst 
Toller,  and  many  others,  strive  for  new  means  of  self-expression, 
put  social  problems  on  a  higher  plane  than  that  of  the  mailed 
fist,  and  find  for  their  pl(»ts  motives  other  than  the  passions  of 
primitive  men. 

— Sophie  K.  A.  C'ourt 


E1)U.\R1)  Fri’ZdEHALl).  Rubaiyat  des  Omar  Khayyam. 

Letzte  Fassun^,  Deutsch  von  H.  W.  NORDMEVEK. 

Potsdam.  Ciustav  Kiepenheuer.  1926. 

Instead  of  the  original  Persian  rubaiyat.  Mr.  Nordtneyer  ha- 
translated  into  German  Fitzfjierald’s  EiiKlish  version.  The 
translation  may  safely  he  called  masterly,  as  can  be  shown  by  a 
comparison  with  the  translation  by  (i.  I).  Gribble(  LeipziK. 
1907)  which  until  now  was  considered  the  best.  In  a  most 
learned  introduction,  Nordmeyer  demonstrates  that  Fitzgerald,  by 
rendering  the  original  very  freely,  created  an  entirely  new  Omar: 
this  fact  proves  the  necessity  of 'a  translation  from  .second  hand 
in  this  case. 

•New  York  University.  — -Ernst  Rose 

HANS  GRI.MM.  Volk  ohne  Raum.  Two  volumes.  Muenchen. 

.Mbert  Langen.  1926.  20  Marks  (bound  in  cloth,  25  marks). 

Hans  Grimm  is  known  to  hut  a  few’  distinguished  readers. 
l)rimarily  by  his  epic  “Die  Olewagen  Saga”  and  his  earlier  collec- 
titm  “Suedafrikanische  Novellen”,  Although  these  older  works 
attract  chiefly  by  their  exotic  milieu,  they  also  give  expression  to 
the  deep-rooted  national  feeling  for  which  ‘A’olk  ohne  Raum” 
will  be  remembered  mainly. 

I'he  novel  elaborately  proj)ounds  the  thesis  that  the  late  his¬ 
tory  not  only  of  (iermany  as  a  whole,  hut  also  of  many  of  its 
individual  inhabitants,  was  determined  by  a  fatal  lack  of  land, 
('ornelius  Friebott’s  life-history  is  but  an  illustrative  example. 
He  loves  his  Weser-mountains  dearly;  like  most  of  his  country¬ 
men,  he  is  a  man  of  slow  and  rare  words.  Yet  the  lack  of  land 
forces  him  to  apply  for  work  elsewhere.  Fate  leads  him  into  the 
Ruhr  mines,  and  then  to  South  Africa,  where  he  takes  part  in  the 
Roer  War.  After  this  episode,  Friebott  settles  down  in  (lerman 
South  West  .Africa:  with  a  German  scpiadron,  he  fights  against 
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the  Hottentots.  A  few  years  later,  the  farmer  visits  his  home 
country,  returninj^,  however,  in  time  to  participate  in  the  war  be¬ 
tween  the  South  African  Union  and  the  German  colony.  After 
the  treaty.  Friebott  ^oes  back  to  (iermany  and  preaches  the 
nece.'^sity  of  a  stronger  national  sprit.  He  is  slain  by  a  mob. 

'I'hus,  Grimm’s  novel  has  a  bitter  ending,  and  elsewhere  also, 
the  true  narrative  is  too  heavily  charged  with  historical  and 
especially  political  excursus.  This  extraneous  interest  interferes 
with  the  artistic  effect  of  an  author  who,  otherwise,  is  certainly 
one  of  the  best  epic  talents  which  German  literature  possesses 
today. 

New  \'ork  University.  — Krnst  Rose. 

ALFKKI)  POLGAK.  Orchester  von  Oben.  Berlin,  Krns; 

•  Rowohlt.  1926. 

'I'his  collection  of  sketches  and  short  stories  covers  a  wide 
range  of  subjects:  the  opera,  murder  cases,  interviews,  the  rea¬ 
son  the  author  cannot  read  romances,  psychology  of  a  farmer, 
and  many  other  things.  In  his  chosen  medium — “die  kleine 
Form” — Alfred  Polgar  shows  powers  of  keen  analysis,  clear-cut 
characterization  and  whimsical  humor. 

— M.  M.  Nice. 

P.-\U1-  KKLLKR.  Marie  Heinrich.  Breslau  und  Leipzig. 

Bergstadtverlag.  7  marks. 

Paul  Keller  is  a  prolific  and  successful  writer.  In  full 
sympathy  with  the  crystallized  and  catechized  morality  of  family 
life,  church  and  state,  he  portrays  humble  village  folks  in  their 
every-day  lives.  In  “Marie  Heinrich”  he  smoothly  tells  the  story 
of  an  exceptionally  heroic  character,  almost  harsh  in  her  stern 
fulfillment  of  duty,  to  whatever  conflicts  it  may  lead  her  and 
whatever  sacrifices  it  may  cost.  .■Xt  the  end  virtue  is  rewarded 
and  peaceful  happiness  spreads  t>vcr  all.  A  beautiful  village  in 
Silesia  provides  the  setting,  and  the  story  is  enlivened  by  the 
comic  character  of  the  smith,  with  his  many  humorous  adventure.s, 
and  by  the  chihlish  pranks  of  Klaus — Keller’s  version  of  Tom 
Sawyer 

— Sophie  R.  .\.  Court. 

IHK  COMPLETE  WORKS  OF  ARTHUR  SCHNIT- 
ZLFfR  are  to  appear  in  English  within  the  next  three  years, 
under  the  aegis  of  Curtis  Brown,  Limited. 
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OTTO  FLAKE.  Villa  U.  S.  A.  Berlin.  S.  Fischer  Verlag. 

1926. 

terribly  seritms  story  of  a  sort  of  trial  marriage  between 
two  “emancipated"  beings  who  finally  decide  to  become  decorous 
and  Philistine,  it  is  not  clear  e.xactly  why.  Otto  Flake  is  hard 
reading.  He  struggles  with  the  riddle  of  the  universe,  and 
evolves  literary  riddles  quite  as  difficult.  But  he  has  thoughtful 
pages,  paragraphs  of  fine  humor,  luminous  phrases,  which  are 
generous  reward  for  long  stretches  of  fumbling. 

-R.  T.  H. 

J.\KOB  WASSERM.WX.  Laudin  und  die  Seinen.  (Gesam- 
melte  Werke.)  37-42.  Auflage.  Berlin.  S.  Fischer  X'erlag 
.\.  G.  1926.  6  Marks.  (Bound  in  cloth  8.50  Marks). 

This  is  the  novel  , which,  under  the  title  of  “Wedlock” 
(Translated  by  Ludwig  Lewisohn,  New  York,  Boni  and  Live- 
right.  $2.50),  has  been  made  accessible  to  English  readers  also. 
It  tells  of  a  divorce  lawyer  who  loses  confidence  in  his  work. 
Laudin  has  always  considered  it  his  dutj"  to  help  the  party  with 
the  strongest  legal  case.  Now  he  gradually  becomes  convinced 
that  almost  every  one  of  his  clients  has  sought  only  for  his  or  her 
own  advantage  and  that  they  have  done  this  most  unblushingly, 
without  any  regard  for  the  rights  of  the  other  party.  In  Laudin’s 
mind,  right  and  wrong  become  strangely  interfused,  until  he  even 
questions  the  sanctity  of  the  marital  relation  itself.  Were  it  not 
for  his  sincere,  though  always  cynical  friend  Fraudorfer,  he  would 
have  succumbed  entirely  to  Louise  Dercum,  an  actress  who  has 
no  sense  of  responsibility.  In  recovering,  Laudin  begins  to  per¬ 
ceive  a  new  courage  in  his  wife  Pia  whom  he  has  so  far  known 
only  as  a  most  loyal,  but  also  a  most  reticent  character.  He  rea¬ 
lizes  that  being  married  profoundly  changes  both  husband  and 
wife  and  melts  them  into  one  being,  so  that  they  become  both 
right  and  wrong  at  the  same  time.  Severing  unhappy  relations 
may  satisfy  the  selfish  instincts  of  certain  individuals,  it  may 
appease  the  conscience  of  the  great  mass,  but  it  will  not  estab¬ 
lish  a  better  state  of  society.  So  Laudin  renounces  his  profes¬ 
sion  and  sets  out  to  lay  the  foundations  of  a  new  law  that  is  to 
iacilitate  purer  marital  relations. 

.\s  a  philosophical  treatise,  this  work  of  Wassermann’s  gives 
expression  to  the  same  longing  for  a  spiritual  revaluation  of  mar¬ 
riage  which  is  spread  all  over  Germany  and  has  gained  such 
momentum  in  Keyserling’s  “Ehebuch”.  .\s  a  work  of  art.  how- 
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ever,  this  novel  cannot  compare  with  earlier  works  of  the  same 
author,  notably  “Das  Gaensemaennchen”  and  “Christian  VVahn- 
schaffe",  both  of  which  have  also  been  translated  into  h'nglish. 
"Laudin  und  die  Seinen”  contains  too  much  philosophical  dis¬ 
cussion  is  non-conversational  form;  there  is  abundance  of  in¬ 
direct  discourse,  of  soul-searching  monologues,  and  even  of  legal 
pamphlets.  AiK)thcr  still  more  serious  fault  may  be  found  in 
the  characters.  To  be  sure,  the  less  important  persons  have,  on 
the  whole,  been  drawn  well  enough;  behold  the  self-righteous 
Brigitte  Hartmann  or  the  ethereal  May  Ernevoldt  who  lives  on 
the  edge  of  reality.  But  the  change  of  Laudin  himself,  from  the 
most  respectable  lawyer  to  the  extravagant  admirer  of  an  actress, 
and  then  again  into  the  hopeful  reformer,  is  a  little  too  rapid  and 
lacks  persuasion.  Louise,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a  kind  of  mon¬ 
ster,  that  reminds  strongly  of  Wedekind’s  Lulu,  who  is  also  a 
mask  for  an  abstract  idea.  Of  course,  there  still  are  powerful 
scenes,  there  still  remains  the  fast  direct  advance  of  the  story 
that  almost  takes  the  breath  of  the  reader,  though,  with  Wasser- 
man,  this  no  longer  seems  miraculous.  There  is  no  doubt,  there¬ 
fore,  but  that  the  work  will  arouse  the  interest  of  the  reading- 
public  for  some  time  to  come. 

New  Vork  Ibiiversity.  — Ernst  Rose. 

JOHANNES  E.  KALTl'SUN AKIS.  Grammatik  der  Neugrie- 
chischen  Schriftsprache.  Berlin  und  Leipzig. 

W’alter  de  Gruyter.  1927. 

This  is  a  useful  little  manual  of  Modern  Greek  in  its  best 
written  form.  Naturally,  the  spoken  dialects  of  “hoi  polloi" 
would  be  rather  hopelessly  different.  The  l)ook  slu)iild  be  useful 
to  scholars,  correspondents  of  Greek  commercial  houses,  and  of 
mterest  to  all  who  are  interested  in  Greek. 

— Joseph  F.  Paxton. 

K.\KL  BLESSINGER.  Grundziige  der  Musikalischen  Fortnen- 
lehre.  Stuttgart.  J.  Englehorns  Nachf.  1926. 

“Fundamental  Principles  of  Musical  Forms’’  is  a  book  not 
only  for  the  music  student,  but  for  the  layman  as  well.  It  is 
divided  into  three  parts:  1st,  Fundamental  Principles;  2nd,  Form 
Development;  3rd,  Applied  Forms.  Form-structures  from  the 
>mallest  to  the  largest  are  clearly  defined,  and  epochs  of  various 
styles,  instrumental  and  vocal,  are  fascinatingly  developed.  All 
fields  of  musical  art  and  musical  theory  are  well  represented  by 
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living  cxanlpk■^  of  fonu-slruclures  as  a  whole,  as  well  as  by  the 
more  intricate  parts  of  the  same.  The  numerous  examples  em- 
pUtyed  and  the  systematic  treatment  of  materials  make  this  work 
a  ready  reference  hook  ft>r  every  friend  t>f  mu>ic. 

— VV  (1  S 


BOUKS  liN  SPANISH 

MANL'KL  AZANA.  Estudios  de  politica  francesa  contem- 
poranea:  La  politica  militar.  Madrid.  Saturnino 
Calleja.  4.50  pesetas. 

This  is  one  of  three  studies  in  contemporary  French  politics 
b\  the  author,  the  other  two  being  “El  Laicismo”  and  “La  Or- 
ganizacion  del  Sufragio”.  Being  the  work  of  a  Spaniard,  it  is 
free  from  French  bias,  although  based  on  numerous  materials 
from  books,  pamphlets,  reviews,  and  other  periodicals,  every  one 
of  which  is  in  French.  One  is  therefore  aware  of  the  lack  of  any 
really  important  criticism  of  French  military  policy,  such  as  could 
be  secured  from  German  sources.  Numerous  statistics  are  in¬ 
cluded  and  the  author  has  shown  detailed  acquaintance  with 
French  military  institutions.  There  are  chapters  on  the  limits  ot 
the  problem,  political  antecedents  of  the  military  reform  of  1872, 
bases  of  the  military  policy  of  the  Republic,  the  democratic  nature 
of  the  service,  opposition  to  the  policy  by  "contra-revolutionists” 
and  “ultrarevolutionists."  and  the  situation  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
World  War. 

— H.  C.  Mitchell. 

CWKLOS  PEREYKA.  Historia  de  America  Espahola.  Madrid. 

Saturnino  Calleja.  1920-1926.  8  volumes. 

An  attractive  library  history  containing  906  interesting 
illustrations,  .\lthough  this  history  is  written  in  a  very  scholarly 
:ashion,  the  purpose  of  the  author  does  not  seem  to  be  to  cast 
new  light  upon  our  knowledge  of  history  so  much  as  to  have  Spain’s 
work  in  the  discovery  and  colonization  of  Spanish  America  better 
understot)d  and  appreciated.  The  author  is  more  concerned  witn 
the  problems  of  conquest  and  the  constructive  work  of  Spain  in 
Spanish  .\merica  than  in  the  reactions  of  the  Spanish-.\merican 
people  themselves. 

rile  part  of  Spanish  .'\merica  which  is  intimately  connected 
with  .Sjjain  is  carefully  treated,  especially  that  which  concerns 
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goveniineiit,  religious,  industrial,  and  intellectual  development; 
indeiK^ndeiitly  from  Spain,  however,  the  author  offers  only  a 
resume  of  political  disturbances  which  might  easily  be  taken  as  a 
contrast  I)etween  the  troublesome  independent  Spanish  America 
and  the  liappy  and  prosperous  colonial  days. 

This  is  a  unique  piece  of  work  which  is  in  contrast  both  with 
the  attitude  of  some  leading  Spanish  historians  and  with  the 
characteristic  way  in  which  Spanish-Americans  present  their 
history.  In  the  first  place  the  author  does  not  assume  a  sceptical 
attitude  toward  the  great  Indian  civilizations,  as  is  sometimes 
the  case  with  leading  historians  in  an  effort  to  deny  that  the  con¬ 
querors  destroyed  anything  worth  keeping.  Neither  does  the 
author  refrain  from  severe  criticism  or  offer  an  apology;  the 
ln(|uisition  is  judged  by  its  allegedly  satisfactory  results.  In  the 
second  place,  the  author  differs  from  Spanish- American  historians 
in  that  he  pays  j»ractically  no  attention  to  the  romantic  side  of  his 
subject  or  to  the  heroic  effc'rts  involved  in  the  acquisition  of  in¬ 
dependence. 

— A.  M.  de  la  Torre. 


.1  KKANCOS  RODKIGLT*'./..  Dias  de  la  Regencia.  Madrid. 
Saturnino  Calleja.  1922.  4.50  pesetas. 

These  memoirs  of  a  newspaper  reporter  first  appeared  in  the 
columns  of  A  B  C.  They  furnish  an  interesting  survey  of  social, 
literary  and  political  life  in  Madrid  during  the  years  1886-1889. 

— T.  D. 


jOSR  ENRiyUH  RODO.  Nuevos  Motives  de  Proteo.  Barce¬ 
lona.  Flditorial  Cervantes.  1.50  pesetas. 

This  little  book  contains  three  sketches  which  were  to  have 
been  but  the  beginnings  of  a  companion  volume  to  the  author’s 
“Motivos  de  Proteo."  The  great  Uruguayan’s  projected  work  had 
scarce  got  under  way  when  it  was  cut  off  by  his  death.  The  frag¬ 
ment.  however,  is  marked  by  a  delightfully  imaginative  philoso¬ 
phy  and  a  keen  sense  of  beauty.  The  three  essays  are  prefaced 
by  a  somewhat  lengthy  sketch  and  appreciation  of  the  author,  of 
interest  in  part,  at  least,  because  of  the  account  of  the  curious 
and  rather  romantic  circumstances  of  his  death. 

-J.  H.  L. 
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Biblioteca  Calleja,  Segunda  Serie:  PLUTARCO,  Vidas  de  Hom- 
bres  Ilustres.  JUAN  I)E  X'ALDES,  Dialogo  de  la  Lengua. — 
DON  JUAN  MANUEL,  El  Conde  Lucanor. — BALTASAR 
(  ASTIGLIONE,  El  Cortesano.— C  ONDE  DE  LAS  CASES, 
Napoleon  explicado  por  si  mismo  (3  vols.) — E.  (lOMEZ  CAR¬ 
RILLO,  La  Sonrisa  de  la  Esfinge. — Madrid.  Saturino  Calleja. 
3.50  pesetas  per  volume. 

The  Biblioteca  Calleja,  Segunda  Serie.  has  set  out  to  grow 
into  something  like  Dr.  Elliott’s  Five-Foot  Shelf.  Including 
every  important  type  of  literature,  classics  Spanish  and  foreign, 
in  inexiRMisive  hut  attractive  little  volumes  which  have  more  mat¬ 
ter  in  them  than  one  would  think — they  always  run  well  past  300 
l)ages — they  constitute  one  of  the  most  interesting  publishing 
enterprises  under  way  anywhere. 

— R.  T.  H. 

JUAN  Hl’RTADO  y  J.  DE  LA  SERNA  Y  ANGEL  GONZA¬ 
LEZ  P.XLENCIA.  Antologfa  de  la  literatura  espanola. 

Madrid.  1926.  10  pesetas. 

Every  teacher  of  a  survey  course  in  Spanish  literature  must 
frequently  wonder  at  the  lack  of  a  good  one-volume  chresto- 
mathy  to  accompany  the  History.  The  appearance  of  this 
anthology,  therefore,  is  as  welcome  as  an  oasis  in  the  Sahara. 
The  authors,  two  of  Spain’s  outstanding  scholars,  need  no  intro¬ 
duction  to  American  teachers  of  Spanish.  Their  e.xcellent 
“Historia  de  la  Literatura  Espanola”  has  won  high  praise  from 
.•\merican  Hispanists. 

In  the  book  under  review,  the  authors  show  the  same 
erudition  and  accuracy  that  characterize  the  Historia.  The 
book  consists  of  586  pages  and  represents  every  period  of 
Spanish  literature  from  the  earliest  times  to  the  present 
day.  'I'he  extracts  are  given  by  centuries  and  listed  by  genres, 
which  add  considerably  to  the  usefulness  of  the  volume.  The 
selections  are  as  a  rule  well-chosen.  But  the  sins  of  commission 
and  omission  are  by  no  means  lacking.  To  begin  with,  it  is  hard 
to  understand  on  what  grounds  the  authors  justify  the  in¬ 
clusion  of  Latin,  Arabic  and  Jewish  writings.  Seemingly,  on  the 
ground  of  Spanish  nativity  or  residence.  If  so,  this  is  a  rather 
dangerous  premise,  and  may  lead  to  embarrassing  claims  in  the 
placid  fields  of  literature.  Spanish  literature,  properly  speaking, 
begins  with  the  first  works  w’ritten  in  Castilian;  accordingly,  the 
extract  entitled  “El  concejo  de  Cuenca  dota  el  hospital  de 
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Santiago"  should  stand  at  the  head  of  the  Antologia.  And  what 
shall  we  say  o:  the  omissions?  .From  such  an  epoch-making 
book  as  "La  Celcstina"  only  a  dialogue  betw’een  Centurio,  Elicia 
and  Areusa  is  given.  Certainly  a  rather  lean  morsel  to  whet  the 
literary  appetite!  The  same  thing  may  be  said  of  the  selections 
which  purport  to  represent  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  the  Lazarillo 
and  the  Ciircel  de  Amor.  Still  more  incomprehensible  to  the  re¬ 
viewer  is  the  omission  of  such  writers  as  L'larin,  the  most  vigorous 
mind  of  his  day,  Palacio  Valdes,  Pardo  Bazan  and  Ramon 
Jinuuiez.  From  the  C'onde  de  Lucanor  we  expected  the  story  of 
D(»n  Yllan  <le  I'oledo  and,  above  all,  Exemplo  XXXV,  a  probable 
source  for  Shakespeare’s  'I'aming  of  the  Shrew, 

The  pOctic  selections,  however,  are  much  more  representative 
The  authors  here  show  better  critical  acumen  and  very  little  fault 
can  be  found  with  their  judgment.  Indeed,  the  collection  of  poems 
given  here  is  the  best  to  be  found  in  any  one-volume  anthology. 
It  is  inevitable,  of  course,  that  in  a  book  of  this  kind  there  should 
be  serious  lacunae.  But  in  spite  of  these  shortcomings  the  book  is 
an  excellent  i>ne  and  will  undoubtedly  be  used  extensively  in  con- 
iunctioti  with  the  "Historia  de  la  Literatura  Espanola’’. 

— S.  S. 


S.MA’AIX  )R  N()\  ().  Ensayos.  Mexico.  Falleres  Graficos. 

1925. 

decidedly  original  volume  of  essays  and  verse,  by  which 
the  author,  a  precocious  literary  leader  of  the  younger  generation, 
has  attained  an  important  place  in  the  world  of  letters. 

— F.  B. 


HSP1'-R.\\Z.\  \  ELASUL'EZ  BRINGAS.  Lecturas  Populares. 
Mexico.  Libreria  Franco-Americana.  1926. 

A  compilation  of  select  readings  in  prose  and  verse — an 
atithology  or  "ideologia  revolucionaria"  which  strives  to  mold 
the  coming  generation  of  Mexicans  for  the  free,  sane  life  of 
democracy. 

— F.  B. 

PH)  BAKOJA.  El  Gran  Torbellino  del  Mundo.  Madrid.  Edi¬ 
torial  Caro  Raggio.  1926.  5  pesetas. 

A  disillusioned  young  philosopher  indulges  in  rather  pessimis¬ 
tic  speculations  on  the  various  elements  which  add  to  the  con- 
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fusion  of  the  Great  Whirlwind  of  the  Modern  World.  Every¬ 
thing  passes  under  his  scrutiny — Christianity,  Socialism,  modern 
literature,  the  Great  War,  the  relative  merits  of  the  Latin  and 
Nordic  races,  women  and  bobbed  hair.  With  little  plot,  the  story 
shifts  from  Paris  to  Holland,  from  the  Scandinavian  countries 
to  post-war  Herlin. 

— T.  D. 

M.  ISIDRO.  Jose  Marti.  Paris,  .\gencia  Mundial  de  Libreria. 

1925.  4  pesetas. 

This  book,  which  may  be  described  as  a  collection  of  quota¬ 
tions,  is  interesting  because  it  presents  the  life  story  of  a  man 
“whose  intellectual  strength  and  personal  sacrifice  culminated 
in  the  independence  of  his  fatherland.”  Born  in  Cuba,  of  Spanish 
parents.  Jose  Marti  was  educated  in  Spain.  If  we  may  believe 
his  biographer,  he  was  a  getiius  worthy  of  praise  for  his  industry, 
his  patriotic  fervor,  his  oratorj-,  his  lack  of  racial  prejudice,  his 
abhorrence  of  slavery,  his  high  code  of  honor,  his  political  creed, 
his  love  of  children,  and  his  literary  work  in  both  prose  and 
poetry. 

— Gladys  A.  Barnes. 

.CLFONSC.)  REYES.  Reloj  de  Sol.  Madrid.  Tipografia 
Artistica.  1925.  5  pesetas. 

.\  delectable  aggregation  of  anecdotes,  recuerdos  and  literary 
comment,  a  volume  written  by  a  genial  master  friend,  is  this  fifth 
series  of  “Simpatias  y  Diferencias”.  “Reloj  de  sol,  el  que  da  la 
hora  con  modestia,”  repeats  the  fecundity,  the  philosophical  and 
humorous  delight  of  the  former  volumes  of  Alfonso  Reyes. 

— F.  B. 

ENRIQUE  GONZALEZ  MARTINEZ.  Las  senales  furtivas. 

Madrid.  Saturnino  Calleja.  1925. 

Latest  volume  of  the  noted  Mexican  poet  in  which  he  is 
found  superb,  in  the  modern  miscellany  of  versification,  as  an 
artist  of  verbal  and  phonetic  combinations,  a  genial  forger  of 
rare  and  exotic  orchestrations,  and  always  a  master  of  lyric 
technique. 

A  note  of  subtile  irony  has  invaded  the  verses  of  “Senales 
Furtivas.”  along  wdth  the  philosophical  depth  and  richness  of 
symbolistic  imagery  which  have  always  characterized  Gonzalez 
Martinez. 


BOOKS  ABROAD 


45 


The  Kditorial  Calleja  also  published  in  1925  the  second  edi¬ 
tion  of  ‘‘F'  Uotv.ero  Alucinado”,  volume  of  verse  which  preceded 
“Las  Senales  Furtivas,”  first  published  in  Buenos  Aires  in  1923. 

— F.  B. 

ALFONSO  KFVKS.  Pausa.  Paris.  Soc.  Gener.  d’lmpr.  1926. 

What  could  one  seek  in  the  vast  realm  of  modern  poesy, 
more  soundly  poetic,  more  genuinely  lyric,  of  more  masterly 
techni<|ue  than  this  exquisite  volume  of  old  and  new  poems, 
which  might  have  been  justly  entitled  “Pausa  en  las  Cumbres 
Liricas’’? 

— F.  B. 

JLANW  DK  .\SBAJK.  Poemas  Ineditos.  Mexico.  M.  Leon 
Sanchez.  1926. 

Hitherto  unknown  poems  of  Sor  Juana  de  la  Cruz,  dis¬ 
covered  and  collected  by  Manuel  Toussaint  and  published  by 
“El  Grupo  Ariel”  on  the  two  hundred  and  seventy-fifth  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  birth  of  the  famous  “Decima  Musa”. 

— F.  B. 

N.AKCISO  DIAZ  DF  ESCOVAR.  Nuevos  Cantares.  Barcelona. 
Maucci.  6  pesetas. 

Jose  Brissa  has  here  brought  together  a  large  and  well- 
selected  collection  of  contemporary  Spanish  verse. 

— F.  B. 

N.ARCISO  DIAZ  DE  ESCOVAR.  Nuevos  Cantares.  Barce¬ 
lona.  Maucci.  1926.  3  pesetas. 

A  collection  of  the  best  ballads  of  the  popular  “Poeta  de  los 
cantares”  of  Malaga,  author  of  “La  Guitarra  Malaguena”,  who 
may  well  be  styled  the  master  interpreter  of  Anadalusian  popular 
sentiment.  The  volume  is  also  enriched  by  a  prologue  by 
Benavente,  a  preface  by  Salvador  Rueda,  an  epilogue  by  the 
compiler  Jose  Brissa,  and  a  compendium  of  criticism  in  prose  and 
verse.  — F.  B. 

FRANCISCO  VILLAESPESA.  Pandaritas  Sevillanas.  Barce¬ 
lona.  Maucci.  3  pesetas. 

An  alluring  new  volume  by  the  prolific  Andalusian  poet,  in 
which  he  shows  both  inspiration  and  skill  as  a  versifier.  The 
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title  souiuls  the  major  note  oi  a  hymn  of  varied  modulation  which 
the  poet  siiiRs  to  the  “City  of  Gold”,  with  her  historic  monu¬ 
ments,  her  picturesque  customs,  the  noble  sons  of  her  artistic 
past — \  aldes  Leal.  Becquer,  Susillo.  Other  sources  of  poetic  in- 
-ipiration  are  evident  in  “Sonetos  de  la  Infancia  y  de  la 
Adolescencia.  “EleKio>  Suaves".  “Parentesis  Sentimentales”,  and 
"Los  Cafes  de  Madrid”. 

— F.  B. 


JACIN  ro  B1L\A\  l^N'I  E.  Obras  Complctas.  Teatro:  Tomo 
XXXI.  Madrid.  Editorial  Hernando.  1925.  4.50  pesetas, 
riiis  most  recent  of  Benavente’s  books  contains  two  dramas, 
"Alfilerazos"  atid  "Los  Xuevos  Vernos,”  and  a  farce.  “El  Suicidio 
de  Luccrito.’ 

Benavctite  presents  in  "Alfilerazos”,  “Pin  and  Needle- 
riirusts",  a  realistic  picture  of  patrician  families,  who,  jealous  of 
their  rights  and  privileges,  would  prevent  a  recently  returned 
"Indiano"  and  his  wife  from  employing  their  wealth  in  relieving 
poor  striker.s’  families  and  in  erecting  a  modern  school  for  the 
benefit  of  all  the  childreti.  In  the  school  plan  the  author  indicates 
the  important  r«)le  the  priest  still  plays  in  Spain.  Envy  and 
greed,  seemingly  the  mainspring  of  action  in  the  hearts  of  most 
of  us,  finally  drive  the  philanthropist  from  the  village.  However, 
when  one  hears  of  the  terrible  struggles  the  protagonist  has 
undergone,  of  the  blows  received  and  dealt  out  in  acquiring  his 
wealth,  his  first  judgment  of  the  characters  he  has  here  to  deal 
with,  seems  rather  naive.  His  only  consolation  and  care  now 
is  his  beloved  and  devoted  wife. 

In  "Modern  Sons-in-law”,  of  which  Isodoro,  the  newly-rich, 
is  the  illustration  par  excellence,  the  tables  are  turned.  It  is 
now  the  young  men  who  pay  their  father-in-laws’  debts  and  theii 
arrange  advantageous  marriages  for  them.  Isodoro  is  a  crass 
superman,  such  as  our  own  American  books  often  bring,  and 
he  voices  his  philosophy  thus:  Only  he  who  can  will  triumph. 
We.  too,  shall  have  our  modern  sons-in-law,  such  as  we  may 
deserve.  All  that  happens  to  us,  is  a  result  of  our  own  doings, 
and  whether  good  or  bad,  we  must  accept  it.  This  explains  all 
his  ruthlessness.  When  all  have  formally  acknowledged  his 
supremacy  and  when  he  hears  that  he  will  soon  be  a  father,  he 
becomes  human  and  lends  a  willing  ear  to  the  entreaties  of  his 
stockholders  and  to  his  relatives,  to  go  on  with  the  great  enter¬ 
prise  which  he  had  thought  of  giving  up. 
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riu*  scene  of  “The  Suicide  of  Lucerito’’  takes  place  in  the 
anteroom  of  a  young  actress’  quarters,  where  her  friends  have 
assembled  to  wait  the  outcome  of  the  rash  attempt.  As  these 
young  women  discuss  the  patient,  they  give  a  graphic  delinea¬ 
tion  of  the  lower  class  stage-artist.  A  very  entertaining  little 
farce. 

— M.  .\scher. 

R.\M()N  BKRKZ  DK  AYALA.  Prometco.  Luz  de  Domingo. 
La  Cafda  de  los  Limones.  Madrid.  Saturnino  Calleja. 

1920.  5  pesetas. 

Three  tales  of  human  depravity  and  lust,  told  with  all  the 
morbid  realism  oi  a  Russian  novelist.  “Prometeo”  recounts  the 
adventures  of  a  modern  Odysseus,  the  futility  of  whose  am¬ 
bitions  arc  typified  in  his  deformed  son,  in  “Luz  de  Domingo”  a 
little  sunshine  relieves  the  gloom  of  the  mipleasant  subject  matter. 
In  “La  Caida  de  los  Limones,”  the  two  bereaved  sisters  are 
drawn  with  a  master-touch. 

— T.  D. 

FR.WCISCO  C.\MBA.  El  tributo  de  las  siete  doncellas.  Madrid. 

h'ditorial  Atlantida.  1926.  9  pesetas;  Id.  La  sirena  rubia. 

Ibid.  5  pesetas. 

.\n  ungainly,  yet  a  vivid  etching  of  the  lustful  aristocrat  Don 
Belisario  Ramirez.  To  this  veritable  feudal  lord  must  the  peasant 
inhabitants  of  a  small  Galician  village  surrender  a  tribute  of  seven 
maidens  each  year.  In  Celina,  however,  he  encounters  an  in¬ 
expugnable  fortress,  and  his  whim  is  thereby  transformed  into 
a  frenzy  of  true  passion.  His  unrequited  love,  the  intervention 
of  a  crafty  old  woman — a  modern  Celestina — who  ensnares  the 
unwary  girl,  the  story  of  her  love  for  Augusto  Mosquera,  a 
forastero,  who  marries  Celina  in  spite  of  the  stigma  that  has  been 
forced  upon  her,  and  finally  the  senile  debauches  in  which  Don 
Belisario  endeavors  to  drown  his  failure  and  remorse,  con¬ 
stitute  the  theme  of  the  first  novel.  Its  interest  lies  in  the  conflict 
between  the  great  and  noble  heart  of  a  humble  woman  and  the 
vicious  character  of  a  worthless  aristocrat. 

In  “La  sirena  rubia”  the  author  exhibits  once  more  his  fond¬ 
ness  for  unusually  fantastic  situations,  and  incidents  bordering  on 
the  mysterious.  It  is  the  story  of  Aquilea,  a  German  spy — a 
not  too  distant  kin  of  the  Freya  of  Blasco  Ibanez’  “Mare 
nostrum”.  She  dwells  in  an  inaccessible  grotto  of  the  rocky 
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>liorcs  near  the  (lalician  harbor  of  Ria  Longa  whence  she 
signals  by  night  with  a  flame  of  azure  color  to  a  German  sub¬ 
marine.  An  English  ship  arrives.  The  siren  swims  around  it. 
entices  the  captain  to  her  grotto  through  a  subterranean  passage 
and  causes  the  sinking  of  his  ship.  The  novel  contains  puerile 
episodes  by  the  side  of  glimmering  and  colorful  landscapes,  and 
a  humorous  chapter  on  Galician  trains  which  vies  with  the  best 
ever  written  by  Julio,  the  author’s  br*)ther  and  a  widely  read 
humorist. 

— c.  c. 


JOSE  N(J(i.\LES.  Mariquita  Leon.  Madrid.  Editorial 
Atlantida. 

The  author  calls  this  work  a  “Novela  original",  but  while  it 
may  be  original,  the  book  cannot  properly  be  called  a  “novela". 
“Pequeneces"  would  be  a  more  fitting  title,  even  though  here  and 
there  a  glimpse  of  rustic  tragedy  stabs  the  drab  montony  of  the 
narrative. 

Structurally  speaking,  this  book  is  utterly  devoid  of  unity 
And  yet,  in  spite  of  this,  the  book  is  highly  interesting.  The 
author’s  purpose  is  to  cast  upon  the  vivid  canvas  of  a  typical 
little  town  that  may  be  located  anywhere  in  Spain,  the  conflicting 
aspects  of  everyday  life.  In  this  he  is  successful.  His  characters, 
and  there  are  many  of  them,  are  so  effectively  drawn  from  life 
that  one  actually  sees  them.  They  all  act  and  talk  as  they  should, 
and  not  a  bit  of  literary  atmosphere  is  thrown  around  them: 
they  are  not  painted;  rather,  they  are  carved. 

The  tow'n  doctor  is  about  the  only  person  capable  of  any 
psychological  introspection,  but  the  missionary  spirit  is  lacking  in 
him.  The  environment  in  which  he  tries  to  perform  his  humani¬ 
tarian  task  is  obviously  too  depressing,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
book  he  gives  up  in  despair  and  moves  away.  “What’s  the  usc 
of  trying  to  change  things?”  he  seems  to  say.  “The  folks  of  this 
wretched  town  are  so  steeped  in  tradition,  so  narrow,  super¬ 
stitious  and  ignorant  that  they  are  scarcely  worth  saving.”  Of 
course,  this  is  exactly  the  point  of  view  of  a  person  whose  spirit¬ 
ual  stature  is  below  par.  What  a  sad  spectacle  this  spiritual 
collapse  of  a  man  who  deliberately  looks  for  salvation  in  flight! 

Art  does  not  necessarily  demand  a  sacrifice,  but  all  the  same, 
nothing  can  survive  moral  indifference. 

University  of  Arkansas.  — A.  M. 
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KKKNANDO  ISt'A R-PEYRA.  La  Bolsa  y  la  Vida  (Novela 
picaresca).  Madrid.  Saturuino  Calleja. 

All  authority  on  the  (juaint  old  University  center,  Salamanca, 
hiiilds  a  curious  mock-heroic  iu)vel  about  the  suave  and  verbose 
person  of  a  local  money-lender-iHilitician.  Deliberate  at  times  be¬ 
yond  the  margin  of  dnlness,  the  hook  is  c»)nstantly  {?cnial  and  oc¬ 
casional!  v  delight  fill 

— R.  T.  H. 

<i\BRll'-I,  MIRO  El  Humo  Dormido.  Madrid.  Atenea,  S.  E. 

riiis  contemporaneous  Spanish  writer  of  poems  in  prose  here 
-.ketches  for  us  characters  and  scenes  familiar  to  his  childhood 
.111(1  youth,  portraying  the  seemingly  insignificant  things  which 
loom  so  large  in  childish  minds  and  youthful  imaginations.  An 
.(Itouether  delightful  hook  for  reminiscent  moixls. 

— M.  J.  M. 


.\I.\RIAN()  r().\IAS.  La  florista  de  Tiberiades.  Madrid.  Edi¬ 
torial  Atlantida.  192b.  3  pesetas. 

.According  to  this  short  novel,  Elizabeth,  a  flower  girl  of 
I'iheriades,  became  a  follower  of  Christ,  as  did  her  brother,  and 
the  two  left  their  regular  occupations  to  go  with  Him.  The 
marvelous  influence  of  Christ  in  the  lives  of  those  He  met;  the 
I(athos  of  His  ^uffering  and  the  tragedy  of  His  death  are  pre- 
'(■nted  in  the  orthodox  way.  The  only  new  slant  is  the  sug- 
yestion  that  men  were  jealous  of  Christ  as  of  an  ordinary  man. 

— Gladys  A.  Barnes. 

K  f’EREZ  DE  AY. A  LA.  Belarmino  y  Apolonio.  Madrid. 

Saturnino  Calleja.  1921. 

'I'his  320  page  novel  is  a  tale  of  two  shoemakers,  of  the  love 
affair  of  their  children  and  of  what  the  application  of  the  Catholic 
religion  did  to  them.  In  spite  of  old  world  plainness  of  speech, 
and  a  tendency  to  philosophize,  the  book  has  appeal.  The  writer 
really  succeeds  in  giving  life-like  character  to  the  children  of  his 
imagination.  The  half-mad  Belarmino  and  the  hard-boiled 
Duchess  of  Somavia  are  as  real  as  some  Dickens’  characters. 

— Gladys  A.  Barnes. 

1  HE  ROYAL  SPANISH  ACADEMY  has  decided  to  grant 
representation  to  the  regional  languages.  Galician,  Basque,  and 
Catalan  are  to  have  representatives. 
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ANCiEL  SALCEDO  RUIZ.  La  Epoca  de  Goya.  Historia  de 
Espana  e  Hispano-America  desde  el  advenimiento  de  Felipe 

\’  hasta  la  Kuerra  de  la  independencia.  Madrid.  Satuniino 
Calleja.  1924. 

This  is  in  effect  a  history  of  Spain  and  Latin  America, 
divided  into  five  parts,  starting  with  the  reign  of  Philip  the  Fifth 
up  to  the  War  of  Independence.  One  might  wonder  why  the 
author  named  his  work  “La  Epoca  de  Goya",  when  there  is  only 
an  occasional  mention  of  the  famous  artist.  As  as  answer  we 
quote  the  distinguished  scholar:  ‘‘ —  thus  we  name  this  book, 
not  because  the  great  painter  was  one  about  whom  all  others 
whirled,  nor  was  he  a  central  power,  but  because  his  work  so 
typifies  tliat  time  and  because  he  has  brought  to  us  the  visualisa¬ 
tion  of  the  habits  of  the  times". 

— P.  G. 

\’.  L.\M  PEREZ  Y  ROME.\.  Arquitectura  civil  espanola. 

Madrid.  Saturnino  Calleja. 

This  work  constitutes  a  careful  and  thorough  study  of  the 
architecture  of  Spain  from  the  first  to  the  eighteenth  century. 
The  author  has  frankly  avoided  creating  either  a  history  or  an 
inventory  of  Spanish  architecture,  but  he  has  filled  his  two 
volumes  with  an  analysis  of  each  type  and  sub-type  of  provincial 
architecture.  The  work  is  interestingly  and  conveniently  divided 
into  social  groups  with  relation  to  building:  the  rustic  house, 
the  feudal  castle,  the  stock  exchange,  the  town  hall,  etc.  The 
construction  of  trusses,  framing,  vaults,  and  stone  masonry  is 
illustrated  and  explained  from  a  builder’s  point  of  view’,  much 
unlike  the  average  poetical  essay  on  Spanish  and  Italian  architec¬ 
ture,  describing  superficial  appearances  only.  The  work  is 
technical,  and  the  sun-baked  walls  and  deep  blue  sky  have  been 
left  out  completely.  The  writer  of  this  review  feels  justified  in 
recommending  this  work  as  a  study  for  anyone  wishing  to  learn 
something  about  an  architecture  that  is  an  absolute  precedent 
for  much  of  our  own  modern  trend  of  building  design  and  con¬ 
struction. 

— Harold  Gimeno. 

THE  GIFTED  GERMAN  NOVELIST  CLARA  VIEBIG 
treats  in  her  new  novel  “Die  Passion”  (Stuttgart,  Deutsche  Ver- 
lagsantalt),  an  ugly  disease  which  not  all  writers  would  deem 
material  for  literary  treatment. 
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O  I  ro  SCHUBERT.  Historia  del  Barroco  en  Espana.  (Span¬ 
ish  translation  by  Manuel  Hernandez  .Alcalde).  Madrid. 

Saturnino  Calleja. 

.Manuel  Hernandez  has  produced  a  translation  of  much  value 
to  those  seeking  to  learn  about  the  Barocjue  school  of  Spain  and 
its  relation  to  the  social  and  economic  conditions  causing  it.  The 
personalities  and  influence  of  the  leading  figures  of  the  times  have 
been  interestingly  developed.  Special  emphasis  has  been  placd 
«>n  Herrera  and  Churriguera,  although  the  work  of  almost  every 
.Spanish  architect  of  the  Renaissance  is  discussed. 

The  work  is  profusely  illustrated,  including  many  interesting 
detail'  of  Churrignerismo.  complete  plan  of  the  royal  i)alace 
at  .Madrid  is  re])rod»iced.  as  well  as  many  other  plans  of  state 
buildings 

—  Harold  Gimeno. 

1)<),\’  ERAXClSl'O  S.AH.VTER  V  GOMEZ.  Goya.  Cuadros 
V  dibujos,  biografia,  epistolario.  Madrid.  Saturnino 
Calleja.  1924. 

'I'he  I>it>graphy  of  tlie  famous  eighteenth  century  Spanish 
painter  Don  Erancisco  de  Goya  reads  much  like  a  romance.  And 
this  work  portrays  his  life  and  work  vividly  and  truthfully.  The 
illustrations  have  been  well  selected  and  beautifully  printed.  The 
author  has  effectively  shown  that  Goya’s  life  and  character  were 
tile  natural  product  of  the  social  conditions  of  the  times.  But 
he  has  also  show'n  that  there  was  more  to  Goya’s  life  than  this: 
namely  his  undeniable  influence  on  modern  art. 

— P.  G. 

.\\'(iEL  S.AXCHh'Z  RIX’ERO.  Los  grabados  de  Goya. — J. 
.MORENO  VILLA.  Velazquez.— VICENTE  LAMPEREZ 
RO.MEO.  Los  Grandes  monasteros  espanoles. — RICARDO  DE 
URUET.A.  Gregoro  Hernandez.— JU.AN  DE  LA  ENCIN.A. 
Julio  Antonio.— F.  J.  SANCHEZ  CANTON.  Los  Arfes.- 
Madrid.  Saturnino  Calleja.  1920.  2.50  pesetas  each. 

These  seven  little  volumes,  beautifully  and  profusely  illus¬ 
trated  are  the  first  ones  of  a  series  of  small  works  to  be  known 
as  “Coleccion  Popular  de  Arte.”  The  first  two  volumes  are  de¬ 
voted  to  two  of  Spain’s  most  influential  artists.  The  last  volume 
gives  a  biographical  criticism  of  Julio  Antonio,  a  modern  genius. 

— P.  G. 
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JUAN  RUIZ.  Cantigas  y  fablas.— A.  VELASQVKZ  DE 
VELASCO..  La  lena.— JUAN  RUIZ  DE  ALARCON  Y  MEN¬ 
DOZA.  Tcatro.— TIRSO  DE  MOLINA.  Teatro.— Vaitr.cia. 
Editorial  Prometco. 

New  editions  of  old  Spanish  classics  prepared  under  the 
direction  of  Blasco  Ibanez.  Juan  Ruiz,  better  known  as  Arci- 
preste  de  Hita,  wrote  about  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth  century 
a  vivacious  verse  document,  no  doubt  largely  autobiographical, 
called  “El  Libro  del  Buen  .\mor”,  and  the  first  volume  above 
consists  of  selections  from  that  reprehensible  but  amusing  master¬ 
piece.  “La  lena”,  first  published  in  1602  and  afterwards  re-edited 
with  the  title  “El  Celoso”,  is  considered  by  critics  as  the  best 
comedy  in  prose  previous  to  the  last  years  of  the  sixteenth 
century.  The  Alacon  volume  contains  “La  Verdad  sospechosa”, 
“Los  Pcchos  privilegiados”,  and  “Ganar  Amigos”.  The  plays 
in  the  Tirso  de  Molina  volume  are  “El  Burlador  de  Sevilla”, 
“Los  Amantes  de  Teruel”,  and  “.\mar  por  Senas”. 

— F.  B. 

X’IRGILIO — Eglogas  y  Ge6rgicas.  Valencia.  Prometeo. 

Jose  Velasco  y  Garcia,  professor  of  the  University  of  Valla¬ 
dolid,  has  translated  this  Latin  classic  to  Spanish.  The  volume 
is  one  of  a  collection  of  classics,  Greek,  Latin,  and  English.  V. 
Blasco  Ibanez,  as  literary  director,  is  sponsoring  the  publication 
of  these  volumes  in  Spanish.  The  translation  seems  as  nearly 
literal  as  should  be  asked.  Both  the  prologue  and  the  notes  give 
the  impression  of  erudition. 

— Gladys  A.  Barnes. 

TEOCRITO.  Idilios  y  Epigramas. — TIRTEO.  Odas  Anacrednti- 
cas.  Valencia.  Prometeo. 

The  translation  from  the  Greek  is  by  Leconte  de  Lisle;  the 
Spanish  version,  by  German  Gomez  de  la  Mata.  This  is  another 
of  the  classics  published  under  the  general  supervision  of  V. 
Blasco  Ibanez.  There  are  neither  notes  nor  comments. 

— Gladys  A.  Barnes. 

THE  CRITIC  OF  THE  “BERLINER  TAGEBLATT” 
says  of  Thomas  Mann’s  “Der  Zauberberg”,  now  in  its  sixtieth 
edition,  “I  know  of  no  other  novel  in  contemporary  literature 
which  is  so  universal  in  its  scope,  so  completely  ‘all  of  us’,  as 
this  book.” 
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BOOKS  IN  RUSSIAN 

DR.  D.  G.  RA\  ITCH.  Vodopoy  Mogilshtchik.  (Ob  alcoholis- 
mie)  (Nauchno-popularn.)  Pod  redaktziey  Sanprosveta 
Moszdravotdela.  Izdanie  Moszdravotdela.  Moskva. 

1926.  22  kop. 

This  little  pamphlet  against  alcoholism  is  published  by  the 
Moscow  Sanitation  Department  and  is  written  for  speakers  and 
leaders  in  the  fight  with  drunkenness. 

It  quotes  statistical,  biological,  and  other  data  connected  with 
the  problem.  It  gives  convincing  and  eloquent  proofs  of  the 
danger  of  alcoholism,  and  is  written  in  a  strong  and  colorful  style. 
A  part  of  the  concluding  paragraph  follows: 

“In  a  country  where  the  workers  are  building  a  new  world, 
a  new,  healthy,  luminous  way  of  living,  there  should  be  no  room 
for  drunkenness.  'I'he  organization  of  this  new  life  is  given  over 
to  the  workingman  and  the  peasant,  and  to  make  it  a  better  life, 
depends  upon  themselves,  upon  their  perseverance  and  will¬ 
power.  But  only  the  healthy  can  be  strong  in  will-power  and 
mind,  and  only  the  sober  can  be  healthy.” 

— Sophie  R.  A.  Court. 


ILYA  ERENBURG.  Zhizn  i  Gibel  Nikolaya  Kurbova.  Roman. 

Biblioteka  Sovremennikov.  Novaya  Moskva.  1923. 

“Nikolai  Kurbov”  is  an  interesting  character  study,  in  the 
form  of  a  realistic  novel.  The  throbbing,  exciting  years  of  1914- 
1922  in  Russia  provide  the  setting  and  the  atmosphere.  We  are 
kept  in  the  midst  of  the  revolutionary  leaders,  and  see  Kurbov 
become  a  member  of  the  terrible  Tcheka. 

The  nervous,  staccato  style  corresponds  well  to  the  spirit  of 
the  time;  the  short,  often  incomplete  sentences  pour  into  our 
imagination  a  stormy  stream  of  action  and  suffering,  of  struggle 
and  conspiracies. 

A  grim  seriousness,  an  uncommon  intensity  pervade  the 
whole  novel, — even  the  humorous  scenes.  Anatole  France  (“Les 
Dieux  ont  soif”)  creates  terrorists  and  ci-devants  alike,  and  in 
the  elegant  discussions  of  cultured  people  gives  us  many  a  philo¬ 
sophical  thought.  Victor  Hugo  (“Quatre-vingt-treize”)  has  com¬ 
plicated,  intricate  plots,  long  descriptions,  and  sympathetically 
analyzes  the  feelings  and  emotions  of  a  variety  of  characters. 
Erenburg  has  no  time  for  such  things.  He  is  interested  in  the 
creators  of  the  new  life,  and  in  them  only.  The  others  are  either 
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the  ulcer.s  oi  the  old  regime — to  be  surgically  treated;  or  comie 
characters  providing  humorous  scenes. 

— Sophie  R.  A.  Court. 


I-I-IDOK  GLADKOV.  Tsement,  Roman.  Moskva-Leningrad. 

Zemla  i  P'abrika.  1927.  2  rub.  10  kop. 

This  novel  has  created  a  great  stir  in  Russia.  The  Central 
t  oinmittee  on  Political  Education  has  recommended  it  for  the 
public  city  libraries.  The  State  Academic  Soviet  has  put  it  on  the 
list  of  school  library  books  for  upper-classmen  in  high  schools. 
Twenty-eight  thousand  copies  of  the  volume  have  been  sold.  A 
storm  of  contra«lictory  opinions  has  been  raging  since  its  publica- 
tit»n.  Sitine  critics  have  condemned  it  beyond  any  hope  of  re- 
habilitation.  Others  have  proclaimed  it  to  be  the  great  work  of 
the  new  proletarian  literature. 

•As  a  work  of  art,  it  is  unpolished,  lacks  elegance  and  grace; 
i)ut  it  is  full  of  uncouth  power,  of  somewhat  heavy,  somewhat 
awkward  ardor,  of  serious  purposefulness,  and  glowing  enthu¬ 
siasm.  'I'here  is  a  striking  beauty  in  the  forceful  description. 
I'he  strong,  colorful  expressions  hammer  away;  the  meaningful 
sentences  seem  to  condense  the  thought  and  throw  it  out  by 
jerks,  each  morsel  in  a  concentracted  form.  There  is  no  unified, 
well  rounded  pU)t,  no  climax,  no  end  properly  speaking. 

It  is  an  epic  of  1921  in  a  sea-port  on  the  Black  Sea.  Though 
confineil  to  one  city,  or  even  one  factory,  and  one  year,  it  is  an 
epic  by  the  magnitude  of  the  events  portrayed,  by  the  significance 
r»f  the  background. 

The  book  is  a  record  of  the  workings  of  the  Communis: 
Party.  It  portrays  the  introduction  of  Nep  (New  Economic 
Policy),  the  development  of  the  “new  bourgeoisie’’  and  of  a 
bureauocracy,  selfish,  oppressive,  domineering,  and  removed  from 
life  and  from  real  wi>rk  by  reams  of  paper  and  dusty,  useles.s 
formalities.  It  further  iK)rtrays  the  “clean-up”  (wheti  the  party 
expelled  from  its  ranks  all  who  were  under  suspicion  of  not  being 
“real  communists”),  and  the  reconstruction  of  the  administra¬ 
tion  with  the  aim  of  freeing  it  from  the  ultra-bureauocratic  at¬ 
mosphere. 

On  account  of  its  subject-matter  it  is  a  very  valuable  book, 
especially  to  those  who  live  outside  of  Russia  and  honestly  en¬ 
deavor  to  understand  the  changes  which  have  taken  place  there, 
the  new  directives  and  ideals. 

The  characters  created  by  the  author  suffer  from  his  enthu- 
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siasiii  for  coniniunisni,  inasmuch  as  he  blew  into  their  nostrils 
definite  relations  to  party  work  rather  than  the  spirit  of  life. 

— Sophie  R.  A.  Court. 

BORIS  PILNI.-\K.  Tom  I.  Goli  God.  Roman.  Izdanie  avtora. 

Nikola-na-Posadyakh.  1  rub.  50  kop. 

Boris  Pihiiak  is  considered  one  of  the  foremost  writers  of  the 
new  Russian  literature.  According  to  the  author’s  introduction 
of  Oct.  12,  1923,  he  was  then  ’29  years  old,  and  compiled  all  his 
printed  works,  for  a  new  publication,  in  three  volumes,  the.  first 
containing  the  above  novel,  the  second,  several  novelettes,  and 
the  third,  short  stories. 

"(ioli  (iod”  ("The  Bare  Year")  is  not  a  “roman"  (novel), 
though  called  so  by  its  author.  It  comprises  several  vivid 
character  sketches,  a  few  colorful  descriptions,  some  charming  le¬ 
gends  and  interesting  episodes  from  folklife,  and  a  few  pictures 
of  the  rapidly  changing  conditions  and  of  the  different  political 
parties,  along  with  some  lively  dialogues  representing  discussions 
of  a  variety  of  creeds,  viewpoints,  philosophies,  and  political 
theories.  The  year  he  calls  “bare”  is  1919. 

Some  parts  of  the  book  are  delightful  reading,  and  can  and 
ought  to  be  included  in  anthologies  and  text-books.  Other  places 
are  so  vividly  and  eloquently  realistic  and  naturalistic  in  their  por¬ 
trayal  of  the  ugliest  sides  of  human  and  animal  life,  that  they 
cause  a  physical  disgust. 

One  the  whole,  the  book  seems  to  be  rather  an  elaborate 
notebook  of  a  great  writer  than  a  finished  literary  production; 
there  is  material  in  it  for  as  much  as  ten  novels.  It  shows  a 
powerful  talent  at  work,  one  worthy  to  be  compared  to  that  of 
the  great  masters. 

In  his  introduction,  the  author  acknowledges  the  rather  un¬ 
finished  state  of  his  w’orks  and  explains  it  by  the  conditions  in 
which  he  had  written  and  published  them — deprived  of  the  most 
necessary  comforts,  constantly  changing  his  mode  of  living,  his 
place  of  abode,  writing  with  interruptions,  losing  manuscripts,  etc. 

— Sophie  R.  A.  Court. 

CONSTANTIN  FEDIN.  Goroda  i  Godi,  roman.  Vtoroye 
izdayne.  Gosudarstevennoye  izdatelstvo.  Moskva-Leningrad. 

2  rub.  25  kop. 

Quite  openly  and  unhesitatingly  Fcdin  presents  us  a  work 
of  propaganda.  He  is  avowedly  on  the  side  of  the  communists. 
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He  makes  his  stand  particularly  clear  in  two  places,  where  he  dis¬ 
cusses  his  attitude  toward  his  own  characters  (pp.  280  and  376). 
Such  treatment  creative  work  tends  to  detract  from  its  literary 
merits. 

And  yet.  in  spite  of  this  handicap,  the  novel  is  of  high  artistic 
value.  There  is  poetry  in  the  descriptions,  there  is  strength  and 
vibrating  humanity  in  the  portrayal  of  characters,  there  is  psy¬ 
chological  truth  in  the  analysis  of  emotions.  The  plot  is  absorb¬ 
ing,  tbe  action  interesting  and  plausible.  Kurt  Van  alone  is  in¬ 
explicable.  a  man  of  rubber. — silent,  impervious  to  emotions,  fears, 
doubts. —  he  i>  the  re>iult  of  the  propagandistic  tendencies  of  the 
author 

— Sophie  R.  .\.  Court. 


THIS  AND  THAT 

.•W  INTERESTING  NEW  V'ENTURE  is  the  Spanisli 
weekly  “La  Gaceta  Literaria”.  This  publication  will  undertake 
tt»  furnish  information  as  to  current  Spanish  books,  and  will  fill 
a  real  need. 

THE  “HIOGRAPHIE  ROMANESQUE”  is  much  in  vogus 
now  in  France.  One  of  the  most  popular  examples  of  this  “genre 
faux”  is  “Lazare  Hoche”,  by  Georges  Girard,  reviewed  in  this 
number  of  HOOKS  ABROAD, 

THE  FRENCH  ACADEMY  AWARDED  their  Grand 
Prize  of  15.000  francs  to  Georges  Courtelines  as  the  most 
meritorious  living  French  humorist.  Their  First  Prize  for 
Literature,  10,000  francs,  went  to  Gilbert  de  Voisins. 

THEY  STILL  WRITE  LATIN  VERSE  in  Europe 
Prizes  for  Latin  poems  have  been  awarded  recently  in  Amster¬ 
dam,  and  Calabria,  Italy. 

THE  BERLIN  PUBLISHER  S.  FISCHER  offers  prizes 
of  5,000,  4.000,  and  3,000  marks  for  true  narratives  which  will 
be  publishe<l  in  small  v’olumes  of  80  to  100  pages.  In  view  of  the 
standing  of  the  publisher,  probably  a  slightly  different  type  of 
work  from  our  American  “True  Confessions”  and  the  like. 

LOVERS  OF  THE  EVER  FASCINATING  AND  RO¬ 
MANTIC  LIFE  OF  CERVANTES  will  be  interested  in 
“ITngenieux  Hidalgo  Miguel  Cervantes”,  by  Han  Ryner. 
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AT  PARIS  a  “Society  des  Amis  d’Oscar  Wilde”  has  been 
organized. 

AN  IMPORTANT  STUDY  OF  A  DIFFICULT  PROB¬ 
LEM  is  Dr.  Johann  Fiirst’s  “Der  W'idersinn  des  polnischen  Korri- 
dors”  (Berlin,  Deutsche  Rundschau,  G.  m.  b.  H.),  an  answer  to 
Slawski’s  pamphlet  ‘‘Polens  Zugang  zum  Meere.” 

TUF  MONTHLY  COLLECTION  of  plays,  short  novels 
and  essays  published  by  Arteme  Fayard  et  Cie.,  Paris  under  the 
name  ‘‘Les  Oeuvres  libres”  (6  francs  a  number)  gives  a  big  six 
francs’  worth  at  least  as  far  as  quantity  is  concerned.  Many  of 
the  names  on  the  cover  are  names  to  conjure  with.  Thus,  No.  64 
has  a  play  by  Maeterlinck,  a  story  by  Anton  Tchekhov,  and 
contributions  from  Pierre  Lasserre,  Binet-Valmer,  Marius-Ary 
l.eblond  and  Gaston  Jollivet. 

FROM  RKNE  FUELOEP-MILLER’S  “Geist  und  Gesicht 
des  Bolschewismus”  (Ziirich,  Amalthea-Verlag) :  “Bolshevism 
aims  at  more  than  the  confiscation  of  private  property;  it  proposes 
to  confiscate  human  dignity  in  general,  to  convert  all  free  and 
reasoning  human  beings  eventually  Into  a  herd  of  will-less 
slaves.” 

THE  GERMANS  ARE  MAINTAINING  THEIR  REPU- 
r.XlTON  for  doing  things  thoroughly,  even  in  fiction.  Hans 
Grimm’s  new  colonial  novel  “Volk  ohne  Raum”  (Munich,  Al¬ 
bert  Langen)  fills  two  volumes  and  1356  closely  printed  pages. 
This  novel  is  reviewed  above. 

1  I  ALIAN  LITERATURE  FINDS  A  NEW  CRITIC  in 
M  Eugene  Bouvy,  whose  study  is  entitled  “A  travers  cinq  siecles 
de  litterature  italienne.” 

VICTOR  KLEMPERER’S  HISTORY  OF  “DIE 
FRANZOESISCHE  LITERATURE  von  Napoleon  bis  zur 
Gegenwart”  is  appearing  one  volume  at  a  time.  The  two  volumes 
thus  far  published  treat  respectively  of  the  Romanticists  and  the 
Positivists. 

ADOLF  HALLER’S  “HEINRICH  PESTALOZZI”  ar¬ 
rived  in  good  time  for  the  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  great 
educator’s  death  (Frauenfeld,  Huber  &  Co.),  but  August  Ruegg’s 
“Louis  de  Camoens"  (Basel,  Helbing  &  Lichtenbahn)  was  a  little 
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late  for  the  four  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Portugal’s 
greatest  epic  poet. 

CARL  HAGKMANN  celebrates  the  seventieth  birthday  of 
the  gifted  and  unfortunate  Ocar  Wilde  with  a  sympathetic  Life 
of  that  i)oet  (Stuttgart,  Deutsche  Verlags  Anstalt). 

GOETHE’S  STUDIES  IN  NATURAL  SCIENCE  have 
been  edited  by  Wilhelm  Troll  and  published  in  a  volume  called 
“Goethes  Morphologische  Schriften’’  (Jena,  Eugen  Diederich). 

CURIOUS  ATTEMPT  at  reproducing  mediaeval  sim¬ 
plicity  with  the  help  o;  provincial  simplicity  is  the  translation  of 
the  Nibelungenlied  into  Bavarian  dialect,  by  Hans  Streglitz 
(Munich,  R.  Oldenbourg). 

THE  OCTOBER  NUMBER  OF  “DIE  LITERATUR’ 
(Stuttgart.  Duetsche  \’erlags-.\nstalt),  reproduces  in  three- 
fourths  the  original  size  a  page  from  a  handwritten  manuscript 
of  Thomas  Mann’s.  The  typewriter  is  a  useful  invention. 

THE  FORTY-THIRD  GERMAN  TRANSLATION  OF 
THE  DI\TNE  COMEDY,  this  last  one  the  work  of  August 
Vezin,  has  just  been  published  by  Kosel  &  Pustet  in  Munich. 
'I'he  author  has  made  an  effort  to  follow  the  rhythm  and  rhyme 
of  the  original  faithfully. 

KARIN  MICHAELIS  HAS  A  NEW  AUTOBIOGRA- 
PHIC.\L  NOVEL,  published  in  Germany,  under  the  title  “D.'e 
kleine  Liignerin’’,  by  Gustav  Kiepenheuer,  Potsdam. 

THE  LATEST  BOOK  ON  MAHATMA  GANDHI  is 
by  Willi  Kobe,  and  comes  from  the  press  of  the  Agentur  des 
Rauhen  Hauses,  Hamburg. 

A  BITTER  ARRAIGNMENT  OF  RUSSIAN  CLOUDY 
IDP'ALISM  is  the  “Idiotenfuhrer  durch  die  russische  Literatur’’, 
signed  with  the  pen-name  Sir  Galahad,  and  published  by  Albert 
Langen,  Munich. 

MONTESQUIEU,  LESAGE,  TAINE,  SAINTE-BEUVE. 
.AND  FLAUBERT  have  been  overestimated,  according  to  a 
recent  article  by  the  bumptious  Leon  Daudet. 

PROFESSOR  JONAS  FRANKEL  of  tlu-  University  of  ' 
Berne  is  publishing  a  critical  edition  of  the  works  of  Gottfried 
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Kellcr  ( Krlciibacli-Zuricli,  Eugeti  Rentsch).  This  publisher  has 
an  adniirablo  list  of  works  by  Swiss  authors  and  sumptuously 
ilhistratcd  works  dealing  with  Switzerland. 

I'llE  ARtiKXriXK  REPUBLIC  appears  to  be  the  only 
South  .\nierican  country  in  which  the  drama  has  developed  into 
a  force  of  large  importance.  A  significant  new  book  on  the 
.\rgentine  drama  is  Juan  Pablo  Echagfie’s  “Una  epoca  del  teatro 
argentino  ( ld04-l‘)18)"  (Buenos  Aires,  Editorial  ainericana 
unida). 

LOUIS  CilLLET,  in  his  book  “Sur  les  pas  de  Saint 
Francois  d’.Vssise”,  portrays  vividly  and  poetically  the  reflections 
that  were  his  while  journeying  at  leisure  in  the  land  of  the 
poverello  (Paris.  Librarie  Plon). 

ITIE  CASA  EDITRICE  VALLECHI  of  Florence  has 
just  issued  a  handsomely  illustrated  catalogue  entitled  “Per  la 
battaglia  del  lihro”.  The  catalogue  is  more  than  a  mere  list  of 
books,  however.  Brief  biographical  data  concerning  the  leading 
literary  men  of  contemporary  Italy,  and  a  chronological  list  of 
their  works,  make  of  this  volume  an  invaluable  guide  to  con¬ 
temporary  Italian  letters. 

I  HE  FAMOUS  ALPINIST  JULIUS  KUGY  recounts  his 
hair-raising  e.xperiences  under  the  title  “Aus  dem  Leben  eines 
llergsteigers"  (Miinchcn.  Bergverlag  Rudolf  Rother). 

MOLIERE’S  L’AVARE  is  being  successfully  revived  in 
Spain,  if  we  may  judge  from  newspaper  reports  coming  from 
Madrid.  Cristobal  de  Castro’s  Spanish  adaptation  was  the  first  to 
see  the  boards,  in  the  Teatro  de  la  Latina.  With  the  veteran  ac¬ 
tor  F'rancisco  Morano  in  the  leading  role.  El  Avaro  was  a  great 
success. 

THE  DRAMATURCiY  OF  THE  MOVIES  is  handled  by 
Bela  Ballaza  in  a  volume  called  "Der  sichtbare  Mensch”  (Halle 
a.  d.  S..  Wilhelm  Knapp). 

A  NEW  BF'N.W'ENTE  PL.AY,  “La  Mariposa",  made  its 
appearance  at  the  Fontalba,  in  Madrid.  December  22.  It  was 
favorably  receive*!  both  by  the  amlience  and  by  the  dramatic 
critics. 
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I)K.  EKNSr  LOHMEYER  “onscrcws  de  onscrutable”  in 
Ills  interpretation  of  “Die  Offenbarung  des  Johannes”  (Tiibingen, 
j.  U.  H.  Mohr. 

“ANATOLE  FRANCE  EN  PANTOUFLES”  has  by  now 
beeen  translated  into  seven  languages. 

IHE  JANUARY  NUMBER  OF  “WESTERM  ANNS 
MON.\  rSH EFTE”  has  a  pleasant  article  by  Hans  Gerhardt 
Graf  of  Weimar  on  “Mein  Besuch  bei  Ellen  Key”. 

THE  RECENT  INCURSION  OF  AZORIN  INTO  THE 
DRAMATIC  FIELD  has  served  to  call  our  attention  to  the 
increasing  number  of  Spanish  novelists  who  are  writing  for  the 
stage.  .Umong  these  may  be  mentioned:  L.  Araquistain,  P.  Mata, 
A.  Insua,  and  R.  Lopez  de  Haro.  None  of  their  dramatic  works, 
however,  have  met  with  more  than  a  succes  d’estime. 

AMONt;  PREMIER  MUSSOLINI’S  LATEST  UKASES 
is  a  decree  ordering  the  celebration  of  the  fourth  century  of  the 
death  of  the  famous  writer  and  statesman.  Niccolo  Macchiavelli. 
Kindred  spirits?  Chi  sa? 

ONE  OE  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  recent  studies  of 
primitive  life  is  E.  W.  Pfizenmayer’s  “Mammutleichen  und 
I’rwaldmenschen  in  Nordostsibirien”  (Leipzig.  Brockhaus). 

THE  TOT.AL  RECEIPTS  of  all  the  Paris  theaters,  i*pera 
houses  and  music  halls  for  the  year  1925-26  amount  to  nearly  hail 
a  billion  francs.  The  Paris  Opera  comes  first,  with  15,000,000 
francs. 

IN  A  RECENT  VOLUME  ENTITLED  “JAZZ",  which 
appeared  in  Claude  Aveline’s  collection  of  Modern  Music,  the 
future  of  this  species  of  music  is  discussed,  with  conflicting 
opinions  from  different  authorities. 

GERMANY  SHOULD  GROW  MORE  CHEERFUL  now. 
I'hey  have  “Polyanna",  in  a  translation  published  by  Grethlein 
it  Co.,  Leipzig. 

THE  WELL-KNOWN  SPANISH  SCHOLAR  AND 
AUTHOR  Tomas  Navarro  Tomas  will  visit  the  United  States 
this  summer.  He  will  give  courses  in  Leland  Stanford  Junior 
l^niversity. 
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HANS  KIN’C'K,  called  the  most  stimulating  influence  in  the 
Norwegian  literature  of  his  day,  died  of  a  paralytic  stroke  in  his 
sixty-first  year.  He  had  done  distinguished  work  in  the  novel, 
the  drama,  and  the  essay. 

.\.\  IXTKKKSTlXt;  C'OLLKC  TION  OF  TRIBUTES  to  a 
great  Italian  actress  by  (iermans,  English,  Italians,  French,  and 
Scandinavians,  is  the  compilation  “Eleonore  Duse”,  translated 
and  edited  by  Bianci  Segantini  and  Francesco  vi*n  Mendelsssohn 
(Berlin.  Rudolf  Kaemmerer). 

THE  BIBLICAL  SPEAKING  WITH  TONGUES  has 
been  made  the  subject  of  a  scientific  study  by  Hans  Rust  (Miin- 
chen,  J.  F.  Bergmann). 

JULES  ROM/MNS’  ‘‘DIUTA'FEUR”  was  accepted  by  the 
Comedie  Francaise,  then  political  influettce  forced  its  withdrawal, 
and  it  was  finally  presented  by  the  Comedie  des  Champs  Elysees. 

A  FRENCH  NEWSPAPER  WRITER  has  discovered  that 
Rabelais  was.  with  certain  qualifications  and  reservations,  a 
pacifist. 

HOUSTON  S'l'EWART  CHAMBERLAIN,  son  of  an 
English  admiral  and  son-in-law  of  Richard  Wagner,  a  naturalized 
German  citizen  and  author  of  violent  Pan-German  pronounce¬ 
ments,  died  recently  in  Bayreuth. 

BOOKS  ON  .\1 1  R.ABEAL’  are  coming  out  fast.  Herbert 
van  Leises  has  one  on  “Mirabeau  et  la  Revolution  royale”  (Paris, 
Grasset).  Edmond  Cazal,  one  on  “Les  .\mours,  les  frasques  et 
les  passions  de  Mirabeau”  (Paris,  Delpeuch;  Mirabeau  was  in 
love  with  Marie  Antoinette!)  and  Dauphin  Meunier  has  published 
several  volumes  on  the  gifted  demagogue  and  his  family. 

I’HE  MUC  H-CRl  1  1C  IZEl)  AD.MIRAL  VON  TIRPITZ 
publishes  a  review  i>f  (iermany’s  conduct  of  the  Great  War,  under 
the  gloomy  title  “Deutsche  Ohnmachtspolitik  im  Weltkreig" 
(Hamburg,  Hanseatische  X’erlagsanstalt). 

I'HE  PRESIDEN'l'  OF  THE  GERMAN  REPL’BLIC  is 
l»resented  in  a  popular  fashion  in  a  profusely  illustrated  Life  by 
Hans  C.  V.  Zobeltitz  (  Leipzig-(iohlis,  Hermann  Eichblatt). 

SPANISH  SC  HOLARSHIP  SUFFERED  A  LOSS  in  the 
death  of  Julio  C'ejador  y  Franca,  which  occurred  on  the  first  of 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  OKLAHOMA 


t)2 

January.  He  was  the  author  of  numerous  philological  and 
literary  works,  among  them  a  monumental  ‘‘Historia  de  la 
literatura  castellana". 

I'HE  "KEX'UE  El’KOPEENNE".  which  up  to  the  present 
has  been  published  by  Simon  Kra.  has  been  taken  over  by 
Mernard  Grasset. 

RENE  DE  PLANHOL  HAS  FOUNDED  A  NEW 
KEX'IEW,  the  “Nouvelle  Lanterne”,  at  Paris. 

JE.XN  RICHEPIN.  the  well-known  I'rench  poet  of  the  sea 
and  of  vagabonds,  died  in  December,  .\uthor  of  the  “Chanson 
des  Gueux”,  he  was  also  a  novelist,  journalist,  dramatist,  and 
short-story  writer. 

J.  H.  X\’.  DIE  l'Z,  Berlin,  announces  a  new  Life  of  Heinrich 
Heine,  by  Hermann  XX’eindl. 

THE  DEUTSCHE  VERLAGS-ANSTALT,  Stuttgart,  have 
published  a  novel  of  the  Chinese  Revolution,  entitled  “Yu 
Fong’’. 

THE  RICHARD  BONG  (Leipzig)  series  of  "Roniane 
beruhmter  Manner  und  Frauen’’  has  been  enriched  with  a  study 
of  Beethoven,  from  the  pen  of  Joseph  Aug.  Lux. 

A  MONUMENT  TO  PIERRE  LOTI  is  to  be  erected  at 
Rochefort-sur-Mer,  the  novelist’s  native  town. 

THE  CHAIR  OF  AMERICAN  LITERATURE  was 

formally  inaugurated  at  the  Sorbonne  on  January  25th. 

THE  PRESENT  CONSTITUTION  AND  GOVERN¬ 
MENT  OF  RUSSIA  are  explained  in  Dr.  M.  L.  Schlesinger’s 
“Das  Bolschewistische  Russland’’  (Breslau,  Ferdinand  Hirt). 

THE  LYCEl^M  CLUB  FEMENINO  ESPANOL  seems 
to  be  filling  a  real  want  in  the  cultural  and  spiritual  life  of  Span¬ 
ish  women.  It  numbers  among  its  members  such  well-known 
writers  as  senorita  <le  Maeztu  and  senora  de  Martinez  Sierra. 

RECLAMS  RUNDFUNK-BIBLIOTHEK  (Leipzig, 
Philipp  Reclam)  furnishes  the  text  of  the  popular  operas,  so  that 
the  radio  fan  may  sit  in  his  parlor  and  follow  the  lines  as  the 
unintelligible  prima  donna  in  Leipzig  or  Diisseldorf  sings  them. 
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THK  RKCLAM  SERIES  OF  BIOGRAPHIES  OF 
MI’SIC'IANS  (Leipzig,  Philipp  Reclani),  has  begun  publishing 
Lives  of  musicians  still  alive. 

SACHA  GUn'RY,  versatile  dramatist,  author  of  sixty  or 
seventy  plays,  appeared  as  an  actor  in  a  number  of  his  own  plays 
in  New  York  during  the  past  winter,  accompanied  by  Madame 
Guitry,  who  is  an  actress  of  note. 

Nl’ES  l'RO  TIEMPO,  after  twenty-six  years  of  life,  ceased 
publication  with  its  December  issue.  It  was  probably  the  best 
of  the  conservative  Spanish  reviews,  and  its  passing  will  be  re¬ 
gretted. 

PURCHASERS  OF  AUSTRIAN  BOOKS  still  pay  im¬ 
posing  sums  which  when  given  in  terms  of  the  currency  of 
neighboring  states  are  not  so  serious  as  they  sound.  Thus  the 
Amalthea-X'erlag  of  V’^ienna  quotes  Karl  Garzarolli-Thurnlackh’s 
study  of  the  engraver  Kremser-Schmidt  at  300,000  Austrian 
Kronen,  adding  that  this  price  is  the  equivalent  of  18  German 
marks,  or  225^  Swiss  francs. 

FERDIN.-VND  DELZ.KNGLES.  authority  on  the  Auvergne 
region,  has  published  with  Gamber,  Paris,  a  collection  of 
“Legendes  de  la  Haute  Auvergne”,  whose  principal  contribution 
is  a  narrative  of  the  exploits  of  that  notorious  Auvergne  Blue- 
Beard.  le  baron  de  Combrelles. 

THOSE  THOROUGHGOING  NATIONAL  BIOG- 
R.^PHICAL  COLLECTIONS,  the  British  “National  Bio¬ 
graphy"  and  the  German  “Allegemine  Deutsche  Biographic”,  are 
now  matched  by  an  ambitious  Monumentum  Austriae,  the  “Neue. 
Oesterreichische  Biographic”  (1815-1018),  published  by  the 
.■\malthea-\’erlag  of  X’ienna. 

THE  "FLU"  has  claimed  a  number  of  prominent  French¬ 
men  the  past  winter,  among  them  the  rector  of  the  University  of 
Paris,  M.  Paul  Lapie. 

EDOl’ARD  CHAMPION,  the  well-known  Paris  publisher, 
paid  a  visit  to  the  United  States  in  the  fall,  delivering  lectures 
in  about  seventy  colleges  and  universities.  M.  Champion  mar¬ 
ried  an  .American  girl,  and  will  send  his  daughter  to  an  .American 
university. 


